THEATRE – KINDERGARTEN

IMAGINATION

	I’m Just Putty in Your Hands!

Lesson 6

*Refer to SDUSD VAPA Kindergarten Dance Lesson #4

	Content Standards

2.1 Perform imitative movements, rhythmical activities, and theatre games (freeze, statues, and mirrors).

2.2 Perform group pantomimes and improvisations to retell familiar stories.



	Topical Questions
· What are shapes and how do I use them with my body to create characters?


	Objectives & Student Outcomes

· Students will identify and create shapes that define character. 

· Students will create body movements that match stories while they are being read or told.



	ASSESSMENT

· Feedback for Teacher

· Teacher Observations

· Answers to Inquiry

· Shapes and Meaning Rubric and Checklist

· Feedback for Student 

· Teacher feedback

· Performance



	WORDS to KNOW
· tableau -  a representation of a picture, statue, scene, etc., by one or more persons suitably posed; (frozen shape or action).

· character -  the personality or part an actor recreates


	Materials 

· Clay (find a variety of play clay recipes at the end of the lesson) 

· Optional: aluminum foil 

· Story: “The Sculptor Who Couldn’t Decide What to Make”, from Movement Stories by Pamela Gerke or a story of choice containing movement.  (refer to the resources list)



	Resources

· Preferred: “The Sculptor Who Couldn’t Decide What to Make”, from Movement Stories, by Pamela Gerke

· Alternatives: Pinocchio, Disney Gold Collection, or some other classic story involving movement

· Formulas for modeling materials at the end of the lesson

· SDUSD VAPA Kindergarten Dance lesson #4



	Warm Up (Engage students, access prior learning, review, hook or activity to focus the student for learning)
· Give students a lump of clay or aluminum foil to mould.

· Discuss and demonstrate making each of the following: 

1. a flat shape

2. wide shape

3. narrow snake

4. coil

5. pretzel or twisted shape

6. angled shape

7. a curved shape

8. a ball

· Students make the above shapes with the clay or foil.

· As each shape is made, ask for a volunteer to make the shape with his/her body noting how the clay or foil is similar to the body shape.



	Modeling (Presentation of new material, demonstration of the process, direct instruction)

Note for the teacher: A theatrical term for a frozen shape (like that of a statue) is called tableau. At the Kindergarten level, we refer to frozen shapes as statues or frozen pictures. You can select the term you prefer to use in this lesson.
· Model (or select a student volunteer) a shape and have students imitate. Then ask the question “what kind of character (or object) would this shape be”? 

1. while standing, make a wide shape with your legs then arms and freeze (cheerleader) 

2. make a wide shape with your legs and place fisted hands on hips (superhero)

3. stretch into a narrow shape with your arms over your head and freeze (snake, pencil)

4. curl up into a ball and freeze (a pill bug, a seed)

5. bend your arms and legs into angular shapes and freeze (an Egyptian dancer, weightlifter) 

6. stand on one foot, tilt so that you tip (or almost) tip over, freeze (a jack, silly clown) 

7. Twist your arms and legs, freeze (pretzel)

· Discuss the shapes seen in the body (e.g. the super hero has angles at the elbows that make triangles; the pill bull is in a sphere, etc.).



	Guided Practice (Application of knowledge, problem solving, corrective feedback)

Option 1 – Creating shapes to make meaning

· Ask students to create their own frozen shape independently and/or with a partner.
· Play some music or count to 6 and ask students to freeze in a shape (move for 6 beats then freeze).
· Ask the audience to guess what who or what that person is or may be doing?
· Ask the performer who they are and what they might be doing.
· Ask for feedback from the audience about what is being seen (e.g. what kinds of shapes make up that character) as actors attempt to make shapes and create movement.

· Options: Pair students together and ask them to create frozen shapes. Give parameters such as you must connect one body part together (hands, feet, heads, etc.) Ask students to make shapes very small, or very large, use varying words such as teeny and huge.

· Create statues that are frozen and try to guess what the statue is.

Option 2 – Shapes within a story
· Read “The Sculptor Who Couldn’t Decide What to Make” or a short story selected by the teacher.

· Ask students to identify the types of movement in each section of the story. (e.g., running, jumping, hiding, crying, flying, etc.)

· Classroom Management Suggestions:

1. Reread the story again as class as a whole act out the story.
2. Divide the class into two groups. Repeat the story while one group performs using appropriate body shapes and movement.  The other group practices being a good audience. (e.g., watching, listening and responding appropriately). Switch groups and repeat.
3. Divide the class into several groups with each group being assigned a section of the story to perform. The rest of the practices being a good audience.


	Debrief and Evaluate (Identify problems encountered, ask and answer questions, discuss solutions and learning that took place.  Did students meet expected outcomes?) 

· Ask the following questions if students did Option 1:

· “What did you notice about body shapes and the characters they make?”

· “How are creating shapes with our bodies important in theatre and storytelling?”

· Ask for a student volunteer (or create yourself) a frozen shape. Have students identify the shapes in the body and who the character might be. Repeat a few more shapes to check for understanding.

· Ask the following questions based on Option 2:

· “Who were the characters in the story? Which character(s) were real or imaginary?”

· “What kinds of shapes did you see being made?”

·  “What did you learn about making a shape with clay or foil then creating it with your body?”

· “How are creating shapes with our bodies important in theatre and storytelling?”

· Administer the assessment – Shapes and Meaning.

	Extension (Expectations created by the teacher that encourages students to participate in further research, make connections and apply understanding and skills previously learned to personal experiences.)

· Have students, individually or in partners interpret pictures from a book making shapes with their bodies. Talk about who the character(s) are and what they are doing. 

· Cut a variety of shapes and arrange them so that they create a character. Glue in place and label.




ASSESSMENT – Shapes and Meaning
Ask students to make TWO shapes and describe who they are and what they are doing.

3 Proficient, student makes three different shapes and can identify the character and what the character would be doing. 2 Basic student makes three shapes and identifies the character with help from teacher. 1 Approaching student makes at least two shapes but has difficulty making meaning from the shape.
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Formulas For Modeling Materials

Best Clay for Bead Making

2 parts table salt

1 part cornstarch

1 part water

Mix. If all beads are to be the same color, add drops of food coloring at this point, then cook slowly, stirring constantly until mixture becomes completely thick. Let cool and use for bead making.  

For easy classroom use, cut bead-making material into appropriate size chunks and seal in individual zip lock sandwich bags, one per student.  Use a large nail to create holes for threading. 

Air dry for a minimum of 48 hours.   If no color was added in the mixing stage, use colored markers or acrylic paint to the surface after the beads have hardened.  Avoid tempera or watercolor paint, as they will make the beads wet and sometimes sticky again.  

Cornstarch Modeling Material

2 parts cornstarch

2 parts salt

3 parts flour

Thoroughly mix the ingredients in a large bowl.  Slowly add only enough warm water to create stiff dough.  Dry flour can be dusted onto the working surface and onto artists’ hands to prevent stickiness while modeling.  Food coloring may be added with the water to create colored dough. 

Air dry for a minimum of 48 hours.  Color may also be added to the surface of the modeling material after it is dry using markers or acrylic paint.  Tempera or watercolor paint makes the surface sticky again.

Plaster Modeling Material

2 parts plaster of Paris

1 part dry wallpaper paste 

4 parts fine sawdust

Mix ingredients thoroughly in a large bucket or basin.  Slowly mix in 1 to 2 cups of water until the modeling material is smooth and as thick as moist clay.  For colored clay, add tempera paint to the water before it is added to the dry mixture.

Air dry for a minimum of 48 hours.  Add tempera or acrylic paint to the surface of the modeling material and seal with spray with clear polyurethane or varnish.

