THEATRE – KINDERGARTEN

ACTING FOR THE STAGE

	Stage Fright? Not!!!

Lesson 8

(Done in conjunction with lesson 9)



	Content Standards

2.3 Use costumes and props in role-playing.

4.1 Respond appropriately to a theatrical experience as an audience member.



	TOPICal Questions

· What are props and how do I use them to define character and setting?

· How do I show being a good audience member?


	Objectives & Student Outcomes

· Students will select and use a prop to define a character or setting.

· Students will participate as a good audience member.


	ASSESSMENT

· Feedback for Teacher

· Teacher Observations

· Answers to Inquiry

· Using Props Rubric

· Setting Worksheet
· Feedback for Student 

· Teacher feedback

· Performance

· Peer feedback

· Setting Worksheet



	Words to Know

· prop -  items carried on stage by an actor; small items on the set used by the actors. 
· stage - area where actors perform


	Materials 

· Box of costumes or props: bits of fabric, hats, scarves, vests, dresses, shoes, boots, belts, tools, toys, bats, balls, gloves, jewelry, sticks, water bottle, etc.

· CD Player (optional) 

· CD of March Music (optional)
· Video or digital camera



	Resources

· SDUSD VAPA Core Learnings


	Warm Up (Engage students, access prior learning, review, hook or activity to focus the student for learning)

· Ask students to recall when they last dressed up as someone else (a church play, Halloween, playing with a friend, etc.) and to answer the following questions:

· “What character were you?”

· “How did you feel?”

· “How did you move, speak, etc.?”

·  “Did you carry a prop of some kind? How did you use it?”


	Modeling (Presentation of new material, demonstration of the process, direct instruction)
· Discuss with students how characters are usually identified with a costume they are wearing or a prop they are using.

· Describe what a prop is: an article that an actor carries and/or uses to define a character.

· Use a couple of props to demonstrate movement that would define a character. (e.g., place a stick between the legs and gallop saying “yeehaw”, place a party hat on the head and pretend to juggle, shake a piece of fabric from side to side and yell “toro” for a bullfighter, move a stick like a rake or shovel, or swing a water bottle like a bat, using two pieces of fabric, hang clothes on the line, hold a piece of hose and yell “fire” pretending to hose down a house in flames, etc.)

· Have students mimic your movement and ask:

· “Who am I?” 

· “How do you know who I am?”

· “What am I doing or using to give you clues?”



	Guided Practice (Application of knowledge, problem solving, corrective feedback)

· Ask students to choose one item to role-play with. You may or may not allow vocalization in t his activity.
· Allow five minutes for children to explore with their prop.

· Arrange students in a circle and define the stage as the space in the middle of the circle.

· One at a time, each student goes to the middle and performs their characterization with their prop.
· Audience watches, applauds, and then tries to guess who the character was and what they were doing.

· Allow performer to say who they were and what they were doing.

· Give suggestions for the actor to try to make his character more defined.

· Select one or two volunteers. Have them to closely watch the actor then try to mimic the movement without the prop.
· Video Tape or take pictures of each performance.

· Use the rubric for student performance.

· Using the included setting worksheet, discuss the setting and ask students to determine what prop would be found in this setting.



	Debrief and Evaluate (Identify problems encountered, ask and answer questions, discuss solutions and learning that took place.  Did students meet expected outcomes?) 

· Ask the following questions:

· “What is a prop?”

· “Why are props an important part of theatre?”

· “What do actors do to make a character believable?”

· “What was it like to perform on stage? Did you enjoy it?”

·  “Can you create characters without props and costumes? How?”
· Show the video or pictures of performances to students.



	Extension (Expectations created by the teacher that encourages students to participate in further research, make connections and apply understanding and skills previously learned to personal experiences.)

· In literature, identify the props the characters use in the story. How might these props be used? What would it look like?

· Students create a collage of their performance with pictures. 

· Class creates a show-and-tell for another class or for parents.

· Create a story of stage pictures and poses and perform on stage.


Defining Character with Props – Performance Rubric
Mark Y if student can use a prop to create appropriate action for a character
Mark N if student has difficulty or cannot use a prop to create appropriate action for a character
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Setting Worksheet

Setting


      Circle the appropriate prop used in this setting
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