THEATRE – KINDERGARTEN

ACTING FOR THE STAGE

	Stage Fright? Not!!! 

Lessons 9

(Done in conjunction with lesson 8)



	Content Standards

1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as actor, character, cooperation, setting, the five senses, and audience, to describe theatrical experiences.
2.1 Perform imitative movements, rhythmical activities, and theatre games (freeze, statues, and mirrors).

3.2 Portray different community members, such as firefighters, family, teachers, and clerks, through role-playing activities.



	TOPICal Questions

· What is actor’s responsibility when performing onstage?
· How can I show character, setting and action in a frozen picture (tableau)?



	Objectives & Student Outcomes

· Students will work collaboratively to create frozen pictures (tableau) and perform onstage.

· Students will rehearse the actor’s responsibility for performing on stage (sequence).


	ASSESSMENT

· Feedback for Teacher

· Teacher Observations

· Answers to Inquiry

· Performance: Sequence and Frozen Picture Rubric
· Feedback for Student 

· Teacher feedback

· Performance

· Peer feedback



	WORDS TO KNOW

· actor - a person, male or female, who performs a role in a play or an entertainment 

· stage - area where actors perform
· curtain – opens at the beginning of a play and closes at the end of a play. A cue designating the starting and stopping of action.

· entrance – when the actor comes on stage

· exit – when the actor leaves the stage

· rehearsal – repetitive practice for performance


	Materials 

· Box of costumes or props: hats, scarves, vests, dresses, shoes, boots, belts, tools, toys, bats, balls, gloves, jewelry, sticks, etc.

· Sheet or large sheet of butcher paper (optional)

· Video or digital camera

· Pencils, crayons and a snapshot of the group performing



	Resources

· Thrift store finds, old clothing, objects from your home, garage, etc.

· Music and Movement for the Classroom PreK-K, by Greg Sclesa;  “Halloween on Parade” 



	Warm Up (Engage students, access prior learning, review, hook or activity to focus the student for learning)

· Ask students to create a list of activities they would see a group of people doing in different scenarios. (e.g., a western movie, firefighters, playing at the beach, baseball game, etc.)



	Modeling (Presentation of new material, demonstration of the process, direct instruction)

· Discuss what might be seen at each scenario (props, action, characters, etc.).

· For each scenario, ask for volunteers to demonstrate role-playing one of those scenes.
· Guide students through the activities of that scenario if they are having trouble thinking of appropriate actions.

· If you were to “freeze”Place each group into a frozen position (tableau) to create statues of the scene frozen in time. (tableau) Have students practice holding the tableau for 5 seconds. (You can count to 5 or have the class count to 5).
· Class applauds after each creation.



	Guided Practice (Application of knowledge, problem solving, corrective feedback)
· Discuss with students how performing on stage works – the curtain is closed, the actors enter, the curtain opens, the actors perform, the actors freeze, the audience applauds, the curtain closes, the actors exit.

· One group at a time will walk through this sequence while the rest of the class acts as the audience. Rehearse as many times as necessary.
· Repeat sequence below for all groups:

1. Actors take their place to the left or right of the stage. 
2. Curtain is closed (simulate this by audience closing eyes, turning off lights, placing a piece of fabric or paper across the stage [this could be held by two students] or line up 8 students shoulder to shoulder to block the stage).

3. Actors make their entrance.
4. Teacher says “open curtain” (open eyes, turn on lights, drop fabric or paper, or part student curtain down middle and move off to each side).
5. Actors demonstrate frozen statues. Hold for 5 seconds.
6. Audience applauds.

7. Actors take a bow.

8. Teacher says “close curtain” (reverse “open curtain”).

9. Actors exit the stage to the opposite side from which they entered.
· Take pictures or video of the performance.
· Option: If students are ready, have them act out their character and/or situation using a 30 second pantomime or dialogue or sound effects could be added.
· Assessment – Performance Rubric, Sequence and Frozen Picture


	Debrief and Evaluate (Identify problems encountered, ask and answer questions, discuss solutions and learning that took place.  Did students meet expected outcomes?) 

Ask the following questions:

· “What did you learn about being onstage?”

· What are the steps for a performance (enter, perform/freeze, bow, exit) 

·  “What was it like to perform on stage? Did you enjoy it?”

· “What is the difference between live theatre and a telling a story?”

· Give students the Performance Worksheet.


	Extension (Expectations created by the teacher that encourages students to participate in further research, make connections and apply understanding and skills previously learned to personal experiences.)

· Create stage pictures from a story from perform it on stage.

· Combine several stage pictures to tell a story.

· Have class perform a show-and-tell for another class or for their parents.

· Have students create a collage of their performance using pictures and illustrations from magazines or clip art. 




PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT Sequence and Frozen Picture – Rubric

3 Proficient student performed sequence and clearly held position in frozen statue for 5 seconds without help from the teacher

2 Basic student performed sequence with some help from peers or teacher, held frozen picture with for 3 seconds 

1 Approaching student had to be guided through the sequence and did not hold frozen picture longer than 2 seconds.
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STUDENT WORKSHEET – Frozen Pictures

Group Names ________________________________________________________________

	What was your scene about?



	Who were your characters?



	List and describe TWO other scenes you saw in the performance.




Draw a picture of your scene on the back of this paper. Paste a picture of your frozen scene under the picture.
