
THEATRE – KINDERGARTEN

ACTIVE LISTENING and SPEAKING
	Hunting We Will Go….!

Lesson 2 

(Done in conjunction with lesson 3)



	Content Standards

1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as actor, character, cooperation, setting, the five senses, and audience, to describe theatrical experiences.

2.1 Perform imitative movements, rhythmical activities, and theatre games (freeze, statues, and mirrors).
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5.1 Dramatize information from other content areas. Use movement and voice, for example, to reinforce vocabulary, such as fast, slow, in, on, through, over, under.


	tOPICAL Questions

· What are sound effects and how do I use my voice and body to create them?
· How can I use my senses, voice and body to demonstrate vocabulary and sequencing in a story?



	Objectives & Student Outcomes

· Students will identify significant information from text (setting, sense memory) and demonstrate active listening skills by creating appropriate movement and sounds for a story.

· Students will identify story sequence.



	ASSESSMENT

· Feedback for Teacher

· Observation

· Answers to Inquiry

· Student Performance

· Sequencing Story Elements worksheet (included)

· Check Sheet (included)

· Feedback for Student
· Teacher feedback

· Sequencing Story Elements worksheet (included)



	WORDS to KNOW

· sound effects – sounds produced to imitate objects (e.g., telephone ring, engine), scenarios (e.g., busy street, underwater), or people and animals 

· mimic – to imitate or copy somebody’s voice, gestures or appearance

· setting – where a story takes place 

· senses - sights, sounds, smells, tastes, and textures. It is used to help define a character in a certain situation


	Materials 

Story: “Going on a Bear Hunt” (provided)

Picture cards of story elements (included)


	Resources

· “Going on a Bear Hunt” (provided)

· Pictures provided by KIZCLUB.com



	Warm Up (Engage students, access prior learning, review, hook or activity to focus the student for learning)

·  “I am going to read you a story about going on a bear hunt. There are lots of sounds we can make to tell the story. I need you to help me create some sounds for the story. But first let’s practice making some sound effects of our own.”  

· Model for students the ways to make some basic sounds. (e.g., pat legs for light and heavy rain, stomp feet to show running or walking) 

· Ask, “What does a car sound like? What does a siren sound like? What does a gentle breeze sound like? A strong wind?”

· Ask, “How can you make the pitch of your voice go up? Can you make your voice very low? Can you growl? What do you sound like when you are scared?” 

· Add more of your own.

 

	Modeling (Presentation of new material, demonstration of the process, direct instruction)
· Show pictures of the story points.

· Discuss the different settings (e.g. tall grass; Are there bugs living in the grass?  Is the grass taller than you? If so, how would you move through very tall grass?) 

· Read “Going on a Bear Hunt” to students. You are the leader. 

· The students will mimic by repeating lines using appropriate voice and volume. 

· Vary the pitch and volume of your voice and how you speak the words (stylize by either stretching them out or speaking them short and punctuated) to get students to explore vocal range. 

· When an action occurs in the story, stop and ask students what the action might sound like.  

· Guide students to an answer and model the sound and have students mimic. The story has suggested sounds but feel free to let students come up with their own.



	Guided Practice (Application of knowledge, problem solving, corrective feedback)

· Read “Going on a Bear Hunt” and have students mimic the actions and create facial expression appropriate for the volume, pitch and style of the words. 

· Have students make sounds with their hands, feet, and voices. (e.g., rub their hands together, stomp their feet, clap, pat, whisper, vocal gibberish is encouraged to match the action). 



	Debrief and Evaluate (Identify problems encountered, ask and answer questions, discuss solutions and learning that took place.  Did students meet expected outcomes?) 

· Have students arrange pictures of the story elements (pictures) into sequential order. Paste onto paper. 

· Assist students with selecting the correct phrase to match the picture. Paste under picture.

· Ask students to demonstrate the sound and motion used for each story element.

· Use the check sheet to record observations.

Ask the following questions:

· “How did adding sounds make the story more interesting?”

· “What was challenging about doing the words and the movement together?”

· “Was it hard to listen to the story and do the sounds and movement at the right time?”

· “What did you notice about the loudness or softness of your voice and movement?”

·  “What was the most fun to do the voice or the movement? Why?”

Extend to the other curricular  concepts:

· “What is the difference between over and under?”

· “Can we ever go through a mountain, tree or wall? Why or why not?”


	Extension (Expectations created by the teacher that encourages students to participate in further research, make connections and apply understanding and skills previously learned to personal experiences.)

· Arrange pictures of story elements into sequential order. Paste onto paper. 

· While on the playground, identify types of activities students do that uses over, under, through, in, out, up and down. Which is their favorite and why?  

· Have students match pictures that show opposites.  (Opposite pictures are in “Teaching Language Arts through Nursery Rhymes”, by A. DeCastro and J. Kern, p. 54-55.)


Below, you will find vocal prompts accompanying the story.  Students repeat the lines mimicking vocal pitch and volume as teacher reads the story.  Don’t forget to add sound effects and facial expressions. (In lesson 3, we will add movement to the story along with the vocalizations and facial expressions.)

· Bolded words indicate the leader’s lines.  

· (Parentheses) indicate the student responses. 

· Italicized words indicate vocal and facial expression and movement cues.

“GOING ON A BEAR HUNT”

Going on a bear hunt 

(Going on a bear hunt) 

In sitting position, pat legs, desk, floor, or stomp feet (try to keep beat if possible. You may extend to marching around the room. 

Eyes wide open, voice soft
Going to catch a big one 

(Going to catch a big one) 

Your voice should emphasize the word big by stretching out the word and saying it louder, eyes should be wide, arms should be open wide.

I’m not afraid! 

(I’m not afraid!) 
Make words short and strong, place thumbs on chest, shake head side to side.

Are you? 

(Are you?)  

Lean forward, raise eyebrows and pitch of voice.

Not me! (Not me!)  

Lean back, shake head and thumbs on chest
Coming to some tall Grass! 

(Coming to some tall grass) 

Emphasize “tall” by raising level of voice, open eyes wide and raise head to look up.

Long, wavey grass 

(Long, wavey grass) 

Lower voice, stretch out words

We can’t go over it 

(We can’t go over it) 
Make voice go higher, hands/arms make a high arch.

We can’t go under it 
(We can’t go under it) 

Lower voice, scoop hands/arms under with palms facing the floor.

We gotta go through it 

(We gotta go through it) 

Voice stretches out the word through. 
Students will now say “swishy swashy, swishy swashy, swishy swashy, swishy swashy”, with the voice getting louder and stronger as the words are said, Movement: place palms of hands together and rub hands, then push aside the grass with the arms. 

(Option, add shuffling feet and stepping forward while “parting the long grass). 

Going on a bear hunt 

(Going on a bear hunt) 

In sitting position, pat legs, desk, floor, or stomp feet (try to keep beat if possible. You may extend to marching around the room. 

Eyes wide open, voice soft
Going to catch a big one 

(Going to catch a big one) 

Your voice should emphasize the word big by stretching out the word and saying it louder, eyes should be wide, arms should be open wide.

I’m not afraid! 

(I’m not afraid!) 
Make words short and strong, place thumbs on chest, shake head side to side.

Are you? 

(Are you?)  

Lean forward, raise eyebrows and pitch of voice.

Not me! 

(Not me!)  

Lean back, shake head and thumbs on chest.

I see some mud  

(I see some mud)

Sound rather disgusted and scrunch nose

Some sticky, gooey mud 

(Some sticky, gooey, mud) 

Sound really disgusted and make a really yucky face.

We can’t go over it 

(We can’t go over it) 
Make voice go higher, hands/arms make a high arch.

We can’t go under it 
(We can’t go under it) 

Lower voice, scoop hands/arms under with palms facing the floor.

We gotta go through it 

(We gotta go through it) 

Voice stretches out the word through. 
Students will now say slowly and heavily “ludge sludge, ludge sludge, ludge sludge, ludge sludge”. Look down and lift feet very heavily as if trudging through thick mud.

Going on a bear hunt 

(Going on a bear hunt) 

In sitting position, pat legs, desk, floor, or stomp feet (try to keep beat if possible. You may extend to marching around the room. 

Eyes wide open, voice soft
Going to catch a big one 

(Going to catch a big one) 

Your voice should emphasize the word big by stretching out the word and saying it louder, eyes should be wide, arms should be open wide.

I’m not afraid! 

(I’m not afraid!) 
Make words short and strong, place thumbs on chest, shake head side to side.

Are you? 

(Are you?)  

Lean forward, raise eyebrows and pitch of voice.

Not me! 

(Not me!)  

Lean back, shake head and thumbs on chest.

Coming to a tall tree 

(Coming to a tall tree) 

Stretch out the word “tall” and slowly look up.

A very, very tall tree 

(A very, very tall tree) 

The second “very” is louder and more emphasized. Place hand over eyebrows, squint and look way up in the air.

We can’t go over it 

(We can’t go over it) 
Make voice go higher, hands/arms make a high arch.

We can’t go under it 
(We can’t go under it) 

Lower voice, scoop hands/arms under with palms facing the floor.

We gotta go up it 

(We gotta go up it)

Voice raises in pitch on the word up. Students say "reachy ruchy, reachy ruchy, reachy ruchy, reachy ruchy" while acting as though climbing a tree, raising up higher and higher to tip toes.

Nothing up here! 

(Nothing up here!) 

Look all around with hand above eyebrows. Shake head side to side.

May as well come down! 

(May as well come down!) 

Voice gets gradually lower as students climb down, getting lower and lower to the ground

Whew! That was hard! 

(Whew! That was hard!) 

Sigh and wipe brow

Going on a bear hunt 

(Going on a bear hunt) 

In sitting position, pat legs, desk, floor, or stomp feet (try to keep beat if possible. You may extend to marching around the room. 

Eyes wide open, voice soft
Going to catch a big one 

(Going to catch a big one) 

Your voice should emphasize the word big by stretching out the word and saying it louder, eyes should be wide, arms should be open wide.

I’m not afraid! 

(I’m not afraid!) 
Make words short and strong, place thumbs on chest, shake head side to side.

Are you? 

(Are you?)  

Lean forward, raise eyebrows and pitch of voice.

Not me! 

(Not me!)  

Lean back, shake head and thumbs on chest.

Coming to a river 

(Coming to a river) 

A deep, cold river 

(A deep, cold river) 

Quiver voice on “cold”, wrap arms around body, shiver and shake.

We can’t go over it 

(We can’t go over it) 
Make voice go higher, hands/arms make a high arch.

We can’t go under it 
(We can’t go under it) 

Lower voice, scoop hands/arms under with palms facing the floor.

We gotta go through it 

(We gotta go through it) 

Voice stretches out the word through Students say "splish splash, splish splash, splish splash, splish splash", while making swimming motions with arms

Going on a bear hunt 

(Going on a bear hunt) 

In sitting position, pat legs, desk, floor, or stomp feet (try to keep beat if possible. You may extend to marching around the room. 

Eyes wide open, voice soft
Going to catch a big one 

(Going to catch a big one) 

Your voice should emphasize the word big by stretching out the word and saying it louder, eyes should be wide, arms should be open wide.

I’m not afraid! 

(I’m not afraid!) 
Make words short and strong, place thumbs on chest, shake head side to side.

Are you? 

(Are you?)  

Lean forward, raise eyebrows and pitch of voice.

Not me! 

(Not me!)  

Lean back, shake head and thumbs on chest.
Coming to a dark cave 

(Coming to a dark cave) 

Voice gets softer and unsure, scrunch eyebrows together

A narrow spooky dark cave 

(A narrow spooky dark cave) 

Voice gets even softer, tiptoe, look scared

We can’t go over it 

(We can’t go over it) 
Make voice go higher, hands/arms make a high arch.

We can’t go under it 
(We can’t go under it) 

Lower voice, scoop hands/arms under with palms facing the floor.

We gotta go through it 

(We gotta go through it) 

Voice stretches out the word through. 

Students say "shhh shhh, shhh shhh, shhh shhh, shhh shhh" all at the same vocal level, index finger to mouth, tiptoe and lean forward as if squeezing through a small opening, feeling their way through the cave

It’s dark in here! 

(It’s dark in here!) 

Speak slower and softer. Look from side to side with hands clutched at chest, move nervously

I feel something furry! 

(I feel something furry!)

Reach out and feel something furry. Look surprised and puzzled.

It has a big nose! 

(It has a big nose!)

Reach out and feel nose. Louder, looking more surprised and confused.

And sharp teeth! 

(And sharp teeth!)

Louder with a frightened voice. Reach and feel sharp teeth. Retract hand quickly. 

Yikes! It’s a bear!! 

(Yikes! It’s a bear!!) 

Very loud! Then scream! Throw arms in the air!

Let’s get out of here! 

(Let’s get out of here!)

Loud whisper! Quickly, tip toe backwards out of the cave.

“Quick! Back through the cave! 

(Shhh shhh! Shhh shhh! Shhh shhh! Shhh shhh!”)

Soft whispers. Continue tiptoe out of cave, index finger to mouth

“Back through the river! 

(“Splish-splash! Splish-splash! Splish-splash! Splish-splash!”)

Louder, quick, scared. Swimming motion.

“Back through the mud! 

(“Ludge-sludge! Ludge-sludge! Ludge-sludge. Ludge-sludge!”)

Louder, quick, scared. Slop heavily through the think mud.

Back up and down the tree!

(“Reachy-ruchy.  Reachy-ruchy.  Reachy-ruchy.  Reachy-ruchy!”)

Loud, quick, grunting and groaning. Climb up and down the tree, raising and lowering body.

“Back through the grass! 

(“Swishy-swashy! Swishy-swashy! Swishy-swashy! Swishy-swashy!”)

Louder, quick, scared, parting the long grass.

[…You can extend the retreat to running back to your house, opening the door, closing the door, running upstairs, jumping into bed, and pulling the covers over your head.]

“WHEW!! We’re not going on a bear hunt ever again!!!” 

(“WHEW!! We’re not going on a bear hunt ever again!!!”)

Normal voice, relieved.  Shake head. Collapse.

TALL WAVY GRASS
STICKY GOOEY MUD

TALL TREE

DEEP COLD RIVER

DARK SPOOKY CAVE
A BEAR

Bear Hunt – Assessment Check

Circle YES for appropriate sound effect and vocal expression -- Circle NO for unresponsive or inappropriate sound and expression
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