Grade 2 Theatre Lesson #7
VOICE

Speaking with Intent

Lesson-at-a-Glance

Warm Up

As a group, model and have students mimic sounds and jibberish words.  Play the “Sound Ball” game.

Modeling

Discuss the importance of the actor’s voice (actors must use projection so that they can be clearly understood as they communicate to an audience: loud vs. soft, changing pitch and tone, diction, tongue twisters, pacing. 
Guided Practice

Speak a word in a neutral voice and model using appropriate volume, pitch, diction and pacing. Model a gesture to accompany the voice. Speak several words to the group in a neutral voice and ask students to repeat them as a chorus with appropriate volume and pitch, and exaggerated facial expression and gestures that reflect the actual meaning of the word.

Debrief

Use the rubric and checklist to assess student performance for vocal expression. As a group, discuss when it is appropriate to use volume, pitch, and pacing to create meaning in text.

Extension

· Practice reading a favorite book aloud. Color the words and add facial expression to make the words come to life. 

· Have students say a short word and add emotions to it. Consider how the meaning of the word changes as you change the pitch of volume of your voice.

· Assign partners or small groups a rhyme or line of text. Ask students to make meaning of the words by placing emphasis (changing pitch or volume) of a single word as the sentence is read.

Materials

None

Assessment

Discussion, Performance, Q&A, Voice Rubric

ELA Standards Addressed

Reading Comprehension: 2.4 Ask clarifying question about essential textual elements of exposition (e.g. why, what if, how), Listening and Speaking: 1.6 Speak clearly and at an appropriate pace for the type of communication

THEATRE – GRADE 2

VOICE

	SPEAKING WITH INTENT

Lesson 7
Note: Parts of this lesson could be used for daily vocal warm-up.



	Content StandardS

2.3 Use Improvisation to portray such concepts as friendship, hunger, or seasons.

4.1 Critique an actor’s performance as to the use of voice, gesture, facial expression, and movement to create character.



	TOPICal QuestionS

· How do I use my voice effectively to communicate ideas and feelings?



	Objectives & Student Outcomes 

· Students will improvise vocal techniques to effectively communicate character and objective through appropriate use of pitch, volume, projection and diction.



	ASSESSMENT (Various strategies to evaluate effectiveness of instruction and student learning)

· Feedback for Teacher

· Voice Rubric (included)

· Student response to inquiry

· Student Performance

· Feedback for Student
· Teacher feedback

· Voice Rubric



	WORDS TO KNOW 
· improvisation: a spontaneous style in which scenes are created without advance rehearsing or scripting 

· projection: the placement and delivery of volume, clarity, and distinctness of voice for communicating to an audience
· diction: the clarity with which somebody pronounces words when speaking 
· volume: the degree of loudness or intensity of a voice
· pitch: the highness or lowness of the voice (also known as intonation in speaking)
· pace: the speed with which text is read or recited


	Materials 

· Bean Bag(s)

· Nursery Rhymes (or familiar short poems) from your classroom library



	Resources

· Bean-bags may be available through the PE department or IMC.

· SDUSD VAPA Core Learnings



	Warm Up (Engage students, access prior learning, review, hook or activity to focus the student for learning)

· As a group, talk with students about sounds or jibberish words they can speak (, (e.g., oooo, ick, op, ooops, weeee, shhhh, zzzz, ummmm, pffft, ahhhh, wahhh, bleh, argh. roll r’s as in brrrrrr or purr, pssssss, yup, etc.). 

· Model the sound and have the students mimic your volume and pitch. 

· Play the game “Sound Ball” as follows: Demonstrate how to pass a sound around the circle while tossing a beanbag to one another.

· To start the game, arrange students in a circle. 

· Give a student a beanbag. The student holding the beanbag must create a sound or gibberish word while tossing the beanbag to someone in the circle. 

· The person catching the beanbag repeats the same sound then creates another sound while tossing the beanbag to someone else in the circle. 

· Encourage students to avoid repeating a sound that has already been made. 

· Note: If you do not want to eliminate student when an error occurs and to satisfy the “competition aspect” that most students enjoy, keep score. When a student makes an error the teacher scores a point. When a student performs correctly, the class scores a point.

Note: This game can be played as a daily warm-up. 



	Modeling (Presentation of new material, demonstration of the process, direct instruction)
· Discuss the importance of the actor’s voice (actors must use projection so that they can be clearly understood as they communicate to an audience).

· Ask the students the following questions:

· “When is it appropriate to use a loud voice?”

· “What is the difference between shouting or screaming and an appropriate loud voice for theatre?”

· “When do we change the intonation (pitch) of our voice?” (Refer to punctuation as a motivator, author’s purpose, the descriptive words used in a sentence, etc.).

· “What kinds of things can we express when we change the pitch or volume of our voice?”

· “Why is it important for us to change the pitch and volume of our voice when speaking?”

· Note: If you understand how breathing and the diaphragm works, share with students how air is pushed out and taken in and the amount of force used will change the volume from loud to soft. 

· Discuss the difference between soft voice and whisper.

· Loud & Soft: tell students if you use a loud voice, they will use a soft voice. If you use a soft voice, they will respond in a loud voice. 
· Teacher says 1, 2, 3, 4 in a loud voice. 
· Students respond 5, 6, 7, 8 in a soft voice. 
· Option:  Separate class into two groups, one loud voice and one soft voice.  Switch.
· Repeat alternating loud and soft using numbers, letters, word opposites, etc. 
· For variety and to make the game more challenging trade off loud and soft voices every other number or letter (e.g. 1 loud voice, 2 soft voice, etc.)
· Note: Reinforce math concepts such as counting by twos, fives or tens. 

· Diction: Discuss the importance of proper diction.  (e.g., how the tongue, roof of the mouth, teeth and breath control speech)  

· Practice saying vowel sounds, both long and short. 

· Emphasize and over-exaggerate the use of the mouth. 

· Practice consonant sounds. (e.g., tee tee tah tah, mee mee mah mah, dee dee dah dah, etc.) 

· Discuss the importance of pacing to speech. The speed with which we speak conveys feeling or urgency. It also determines how well we can be understood to an audience.

· Lead students through the following tongue twisters a patting steady beat. Try and speed up and slow down the phrases: 

· Billy Button Bought a Beautiful Bunch of Bananas

· Black Bugs Blood

· Unique New York

· She Sells Sea Shells

· Fresh Fried Fish

· Red Leather Yellow Leather

· Toy Boat

· Good Blood Bad Blood 

· Slippery Southern Snakes

· Grizzly Ghouly Ghosts

· Discuss how pacing affects diction. When is it appropriate to speed up or slow down speech?

· Note: Practice tongue twisters on a regular basis in each lesson as part of the warm-up.



	Guided Practice (Application of knowledge, problem solving, corrective feedback)

· Explore emotional expression using the voice. 

· Talk about how the voice changes when we are feeling a certain way: cold or hot, sleepy, hungry, ill, anger, happy, sad, etc. The voice will change in volume and/or pitch. (E.g. breezy would have an up and down pitch, soft voice. Windy would have a louder and stronger, perhaps deeper voice.)

· Color Your Words:
· Model for students: 

· Speak a word (breezy) and model using a soft voice that rises and falls in pitch. Model a gesture of floating arms and a soft, pleasant smile. 

· Speak the word windy. Use a strong, deeper voice and strong, arm gestures.  Have student mimic.

· Speak the words below to the group in a neutral voice (no inflection) and ask students to repeat them as a chorus with appropriate volume and pitch, and exaggerated facial expression and gestures that reflect the actual meaning of the word. You may add to this list.

Cold

Angry

Harsh

Hot

Happy

Soft

Freezing

Mad

Choppy

Breezy

Glad

Smooth

Stormy

Sad

Wavy

Calm

Nervous

Quick 

Shivering

Giggly

Vibrating

Soggy

Crying

Hard

Thirsty

Mean

Gentle

Sick 

Whiney

Tender

· Ask students to look at each other so that they can see as well as hear the words being said.

· Stop periodically and ask, “What happened with your voice, face and body when we said the word ______”?

· Pose a word to individual students.

· The student can say the word and perform the facial expression and gestures OR

· The student can say the word and the audience performs the facial expression and gestures 

· Use the word in a sentence. 

· Color Your Nursery Rhyme: write a nursery rhyme on the board such as “Little Jack Horner”, “Little Miss Muffett”, or “Jack and Jill”.  
· Select a word from the list. (E.g., angry, scary, whiney, sad, very loudly, very softly, happy, sleepy, hurriedly,) or select a character (a super hero, move star, rock or rap singer, cowboy, etc.).
· Have a student or small groups of students repeat one line of the rhyme in a vocal color (line one whiney, line two scary, etc.) Or the entire rhyme can be recited with a single vocal color. 
· Discuss how changing the vocal color of a rhyme changes the meaning or implies character emotion.
· Option: Assign a nursery rhyme or a few sentences to small groups of three or four students. 
· Give the groups five minutes to create “color” for their rhyme. Teacher may assign “how” you want the students to say the rhyme or students can choose. 
· Perform for the class while the audience tries to guess what feeling, mood or tone is being communicated and/or what character is saying the rhyme.


	Debrief and Evaluate (Identify problems encountered, ask and answer questions, discuss solutions and learning that took place.  Did students meet expected outcomes?) 

· “What did you learn about your voice?” (The way I speak gives clues about how I am feeling and what I am trying to communicate. The voice can change in pitch and volume depending upon the need).

· “When would you expect to use or hear a loud voice?” (Trying to get someone’s attention, feeling excited, angry, alerting someone, etc.).

· “When would you expect to use or hear a soft voice?” (When people are studying, speaking to a puppy or a baby, in a library, etc.).

· “How does the pace of speaking affect the meaning of text or ideas?” 

· “How did your voice, body and face work together?”  (All parts work together to communicate a thought, idea or emotion). 

· “What did you learn about language and speaking?” 

· “Why is voice important to creating characters?”  (Identifies a character’s traits, allows the actor to clearly communicate thoughts, ideas and emotions to an audience).



	Extension (Expectations created by the teacher that encourages students to participate in further research, make connections and apply understanding and skills previously learned to personal experiences.)

1. Practice reading a favorite book aloud. Color the words and add facial expression to make the words come to life. 

2. Have students say a short word. (e.g., yes, no, oh, ah, etc.). Add emotions to it. (E.g., happy, scared, sad, questioning, silly, shy, afraid, etc.). Consider how the meaning of the word “yes” changes as you change the pitch of volume of your voice.
3. Assign partners or small groups a rhyme or line of text. (E.g., “I want you to take this.” “Where are my keys?”  “I don’t think so.” “You stole my bike”, etc.) . Ask students to make meaning of the words by placing emphasis (changing pitch or volume) of a single word as the sentence is read. Repeat for each of the words in the sentence.
· Color the sentences with expression Perform for the class and have the audience guess what feeling is being used and/or who is saying the rhyme or line.



Vocal Expression: Rubric and Checklist
3 Always

2 Sometimes

1 Infrequently

	Name
	LOUD AND SOFT
(Student can read or recite text in both loud and soft voice).


	TONE AND PITCH (student can raise or lower the pitch of the voice, when asking a question, making a exclamatory remark, etc.)


	PACE and DICTION

(Student can speed up or slow down when reading text, words are clearly understood)


	INTERPRETATION

(Student can hear a word in neutral voice and apply appropriate vocal and physical expression)


	TOTAL SCORE (12)
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