Grade 2 Theatre Lesson #4
RETELLING STORIES

Dramatizations

Lesson-at-a-Glance

Warm Up

Story Map the “The Tortoise and the Hare” with the class.

Modeling

Set up for dramatization of the “The Tortoise and the Hare”. Discuss characterization, plot, costumes and props and how they will get the story across to an audience. Create simple dialogue and sound effects as appropriate for each scene. Remember to move into and out of tableau with pantomime. Then add dialogue, scene by scene. Create beginning and ending tableau.

Guided Practice

Option One: Divide students into groups of four ask them to assign parts and tell the story of “The Tortoise and the Hare”. Option Two: The entire class performs the story from beginning to end. The entire story must be told in three minutes. Perform and videotape before a live audience (if desired).

Debrief

As a group, review the process of creating a performance from written text (story, fable, etc). View the videotape. Discuss the successes and challenges of characterization, flow from scene to scene, and make appropriate changes. Time permitting, perform and videotape again. Compare and contrast how the changes helped to further clarify the story elements.

Extension

· Ask students to write a reflection on the process of creating a performance from a story.

· Discuss and create a dramatization from non-fictional text.  

Materials

None

Assessment

Discussion, Performance, Q&A, Storyboard Template and performance rubric

ELA Standards Addressed

Reading Comprehension: 2.5 Restate facts and details in the text to order and clarify ideas

Literary Response: 3.1 Compare and contrast plots, settings, and characters presented by different authors.

Writing Applications: 2.1 Write brief narratives based on their experiences.

Speaking Applications: 2.1 Recount experiences or present stories: b. Describe story elements (e.g., characters, plot, setting).
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	Content StandardS

2.2 Retell familiar stories, sequencing story points and identifying character, setting, and conflict.

4.1 Critique an actor’s performance as to the use of voice, gesture, facial expression, and movement to create character.



	topical QuestionS

· How do I show story elements through dramatization?
· How do I analyze a videotaped performance and make changes to better a performance?


	Objectives & Student Outcomes

· Students will dramatize the elements of a story: setting, character, plot, conflict and resolution from a story map.

· Students will discuss and assess own performance and discuss improvements for performance.



	ASSESSMENT (Various strategies to evaluate effectiveness of instruction and student learning)

· Feedback for Teacher

· Performance Rubric (included)

· Performance Checklist (included)

· Student response to inquiry

· Student performance

· Feedback for Student
· Teacher feedback

· Performance Checklist and Rubric



	WORDS TO KNOW

· actor: a person, male or female, who performs a role in a play or an entertainment

· characterization: Development and portrayal of a personality through thought, action, dialogue, costuming, and makeup

· dramatization:  an adaptation of a work of fiction or a presentation of a real event that is intended for performance on the stage, television, or radio

· setting:  the location or place in which a story takes place

· plot: structure of a play, beginning, middle or end, conflict, resolution
· scene: a part of a play



	Materials 

· Refer to Story map, Storyboard and Character Analysis from previous lessons



	Resources

· SDUSD VAPA Core Learnings



	Warm Up (Engage students, access prior learning, review, hook or activity to focus the student for learning)

· Review the components of a storyboard (i.e. setting, characters, plot, conflict, resolution)

· Direct students to listen for these components as you read them a story.

· Read the story “The Tortoise and the Hare”.  

· Create a storyboard for “The Tortoise and the Hare” as a class.



	Modeling (Presentation of new material, demonstration of the process, direct instruction)

· Dramatizing the “The Tortoise and the Hare”

· Small group modeling

· Select a group of students (or ask for volunteers)

· Large group modeling

· Option 1: split the class into groups, each group will play one of the characters

· Option 2: students can also play the part of grass, the tree the hare sleeps under, the person who waves flag to start the race, and a crowd until all actors have a part to play.  
· Begin rehearsal process

· Assign parts

· Read through “The Tortoise and the Hare”.

· Pause after each line to discuss what movements and gestures the actors can use to get the story across to the audience.

· How will the problem and solution be shown? 

· Discuss characterization. What actions, facial expressions, etc. will each character use? What are the characters thinking?

· Optional: Discuss and choose one costume piece or prop that helps define the character.

· Create simple dialogue and sound effects as appropriate for each scene. What words would the actors speak in each scene and how will they be spoken? (Note: Students may improvise key words and phrases from the story’s text dialogue.).

· Help actors identify movements and vocalizations that are clean, clear, and sharp.

· Create an entrance (or opening tableau) and exit (or ending tableau) and rehearse the story in its entirety. Model how to rehearse the story from beginning to end.



	Guided Practice (Application of knowledge, problem solving, corrective feedback)
Note: The preparation and performance will take approximately 2 sessions to complete.

· Option One: Divide students into groups of four ask them to assign parts and tell the story of the “The Tortoise and the Hare”.

· Option Two: The entire class performs the story from beginning to end. You may add a narrator.

· Tell students 

· The entire story must be told in three minutes.

· If doing small groups, each group should rehearse the story at least five times before performing.

· Perform and videotape before a live audience (if desired).



	Debrief and Evaluate (Identify problems encountered, ask and answer questions, discuss solutions and learning that took place.  Did students meet expected outcomes?) 

· Review the process of creating a performance from written text (story, fable, etc).

· View the videotape

· Discuss the successes and challenges of the following:

· Actor’s use of voice, facial expression and movement and gesture to create mood and character. 

· What could the actor do to make the character every more defined?

· As suggestions are made, allow students to get up and try making the changes. Compare and contrast the performance on the video with the changes that were made.

· How do the changes make the performance even better?

· Time permitting, perform and videotape again. Compare and contrast how the changes helped to further clarify the story elements.



	Extension (Expectations created by the teacher that encourages students to participate in further research, make connections and apply understanding and skills previously learned to personal experiences.)

· Ask students to write a reflection on the process of creating a performance from a story.

· Discuss and create a dramatization from non-fictional text.  




The Tortoise and the Hare 

The tortoise and the hare were having an argument about who was fastest. 

They made a date to have a race and settle the argument.

When the race started the hare took off like a shot, and in no time at all was far ahead of the tortoise.  

The hare was so confident he would win that he lay down on the grass under a tree to take a nap. 

Hare stretched himself out alongside the road and fell asleep, thinking, "There is plenty of time to relax."
The tortoise kept plodding along, one foot in front of the other, slowly and steadily without stopping. After a long while tortoise passed the sleeping hare and came to the finish line.

The animals who were watching cheered so loudly for Tortoise, they woke up Hare.

Hare stretched and yawned and began to run again, but it was too late. Tortoise was over the line.

After that, Hare always reminded himself, "Don't brag about your lightning pace, for Slow and Steady won the race!"

Performance Rubric

4 Advanced: Group/actor gesture, movement from scene to scene, facial expression and voice is clear and exaggerated. Characters, scenes, problem and solution are clearly defined. 

3 Proficient: Group/actor gesture, movement from scene to scene, facial expression and voice is sufficient to identify the characters, scenes, problem and solution.

2 Basic: Group/actor displays difficulty defining character, movement from scene to scene, voice and facial expression. Group needs coaching and can make corrections as guided. 

1 Approaching: Group/actors cannot express character with face and body without assistance. Story is not identifiable.
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Performance Checklist

Circle Y or N if actor or whole group effectively employed the dramatic elements.
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