Grade 2 Theatre Lesson #5
TABLEAU

Objective and Alternative Endings

Lesson-at-a-Glance

Warm Up
Arrange students in groups of four. Call out specific prompts, (e.g., elephant, giraffe, bowl of spaghetti) Students have 10 seconds to create a tableau of that object or animal and freeze.

Modeling

Discuss with students the word “tableau”. Arrange students in a tableau of a baseball game.  Turn the tableau into a slow motion pantomime.  Guide students to create tableau for different events.
Guided Practice

Game:  The Artist and the Clay.  Arrange students into pairs. Each partner will take turns being the artist and the clay. The artist will have 15 seconds to sculpt the “clay” into a tableau. Switch and repeat. 
Debrief

Use the rubric and checklist to assess student performance for tableau. After each scenario is performed, ask the audience about the tableau performance. As a whole group discuss:  How might actors retell a story? What should actors do to make the tableau clearly understood? 

Extension
Have students create a secret tableau with their partners.  The audience must then guess what the tableau represents.
Materials
Improvisation Rubric

Assessment
Discussion, Performance, Q&A, Performance Rubric and Checklist
ELA Standards Addressed (when tableau is used as a tool to analyze a story.)
Reading Comprehension: 2.5. Restate facts and details in the text to clarify and organize ideas, 2.6 Recognize cause-and-effect relationships in a text.

Literary Response and Analysis: 3.2 Generate alternative endings to plots and identify the reason or reasons for, and the impact of, the alternatives.

Listening and Speaking: 1.8 Retell stories, including character, setting, and plot.
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	Content StandardS
1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as plot (beginning, middle, and end), scene, sets, conflict, script, and audience, to describe theatrical experiences.

1.2 Use body and voice to improvise alternate endings to a story.
2.1 Perform in group improvisational theatrical games that develop cooperative skills and 

      concentration.



	TOPICal QuestionS
· How do you create group tableaux for a scenario?


	Objectives & Student Outcomes

· Students will use their bodies, faces and imagination to create group tableau for a five-event scenario, showing objective and alternate endings.



	ASSESSMENT (Various strategies to evaluate effectiveness of instruction and student learning)

· Feedback for Teacher

· Tableau Performance Rubric and Checklist (included)

· Student response to inquiry

· Feedback for Student
· Teacher feedback

· Tableau Performance Rubric and Checklist Rubric



	WORDS TO KNOW 
· tableau: a silent, motionless depiction of a scene created by actors, often from a picture. Plural is tableaux

· exaggerate: to create facial expressions, postures and gestures appear more noticeable or prominent than is usual or desirable in everyday life. 

· character: personality or part an actor recreates
· actor: a person, male or female, who performs a role in a play or an entertainment


	Materials 

· Digital Camera – optional



	Resources

· Visual and Performing Arts Standards


	Warm Up (Engage students, access prior learning, review, hook or activity to focus the student for learning)

· Arrange students in groups of four.
· Call out specific prompts, (e.g., elephant, giraffe, car, ladder, clock, computer, telephone, house, space alien, chair, bowl of spaghetti, etc.)
· Students have 10 seconds to create a stage picture or tableau of that object or animal and freeze.



	Modeling (Presentation of new material, demonstration of the process, direct instruction)
· Review Pantomime: a silent, moving picture

· Introduce the word “tableau”- a silent, frozen picture that tells you a story

· Ask a volunteer to show what it looks like before you hit a baseball with a bat.

· Add students to create a scene of a baseball game.  Add a 

· Pitcher

· Catcher

· Outfield

· Crowd
· Have the students freeze in their positions.  This is a tableau.

· Turn the tableau into a pantomime.  Have the batter hit the ball and run the bases in slow motion as the crowd cheers.

· Tell students “You can use tableau and pantomime to act out the essence of a story.”
· May repeat with another scenario.

· Ask the students the following questions:
· “What made each picture interesting?”
· “How could you tell what was going on in the story?”

	Guided Practice (Application of knowledge, problem solving, corrective feedback)

· Imagine that you are a doll or a puppet (use “Barbie” as an example for girls, and for boys, use action figures).

· Explain how the body can move in many different ways to create a pose.

· Arrange students in pairs. One person is the doll (the actor) and the other person is moving the doll (the director).

· The director poses the actor into various frozen positions depending on the variety of prompts you give. The director has 15 seconds to place the actor into the appropriate position once given the prompt.
· Both partners must be silent, respectful, and kind.
· Actors must maintain concentration and focus and must hold the frozen position without giggling, squirming, etc., until they receive the signal to break the pose.

· Some ideas include:

· playing basketball, shooting a basket

· sitting down reading a book

· fishing

· catching a fly ball

· dancing

· running

· being sad, scared, happy, shy, silly, or angry

· eating an ice cream cone

· being a teacher, fireman, action hero, digging a ditch, gardener, spy, musician, etc.
(Allow no weapons or violence.)
· Change roles and repeat.

· Ask the students the following questions when you have completed the exercise:

· “What was difficult or easy about having the director put you in a pose? Why?”

· “As the director, what kinds of things did you need to do to make the pose understandable?”

· “What one pose did you feel showed the activity well? What made it successful?”

Note: Stress care, gentleness, and attention to detail such as hands, fingers, etc. (Allow no weapons or violence.)

	Debrief and Evaluate (Identify problems encountered, ask and answer questions, discuss solutions and learning that took place.  Did students meet expected outcomes?) 
· What was difficult or easy about creating your pose?;

· How did you and your partner come to an agreement on an idea or action?

· How did you think up the idea and create the pose?

· Which was your favorite pose? Why?

· Which pose was the easiest to guess? Why?

· As a whole group ask

· “How do actors retell a story?” 

· “What do they do to make the events clearly understood?”

· Show each group their tableaux photos and ask them to discuss their successes and any changes that they would make.


	EXTENSION (Climate of expectation is created by the teacher who encourages students to do further research, look for connections and apply understanding and skills previously learned through personal experiences)
· In partners, have students create a secret tableau. The audience must guess what the secret tableau represents.


Tableau: Performance Rubric and Checklist

4 Advanced: Students hold the tableau for seven seconds, demonstrate strong focus, group connection and exaggerated facial and body expression depicting strong character.
3 Proficient: Students hold tableau for five seconds, demonstrates sufficient focus, group connection, facial and body expression (depicting character) for most of the tableaux

2 Basic: Student holds tableau for three seconds, tableau and focus lacks commitment or group needs coaching or prompting for most of the tableaux.

1 Approaching: Students cannot perform tableau in a group without being coached throughout exercise.
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