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dear Friends,
in preparation for the end of the world in 2012, i decided 
to make 2011 be as hectic as possible, just to train my body 
to the incredible stress that is the impending end of the 
world next year. alright, not really. despite the news’ best 
efforts to convince me that the world might be ending twice 
this year, your receipt of this report is a fairly good indica-
tion that it did not.
i did however, pull up stakes and head an hour north to or-
ange county, where i began life as a graduate student at uc 
irvine, working towards a Ph.d. in some biology specializa-
tion (i haven’t picked yet). Things quickly took a turn for 
the worse, as my personal and work life clashed in new and 
unexplored ways. i’ve experienced burnouts on levels i had 
never had before. as i write and finalize this report, i’m also 
planning out my experiments for the next two weeks. such 
is the life of a graduate student in the sciences.
as hard as it is to remain optimistic in these circumstances, 
i hope that this coming year will provide new opportunities 
and adventures that will be both engaging and enlightening. 
so as 2011 draws to a close, i can only hope that you have 
had a successful 2011 and i send my best wishes for a happy 
and prosperous 2012.

- George chen, december 2011
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