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2017 Application Guidelines 

The Humanities Out There Public Fellows Program provides UCI Humanities PhD 

candidates the opportunity to intern with local cultural organizations.  As public 

fellows, graduate students will apply skills such as research, writing, and analysis on 

projects of benefit to the host organization. A grant from the Luce Foundation will 

support 2 types of internships in Winter and Spring quarters in 2017: 

o one afternoon a week for 20 weeks during Winter and Spring quarters  

o Two 20 hours per week, 10 week graduate student researcher positions in 

Spring quarter 

Eligibility: Graduate students must be enrolled in a doctoral program in the School of 

Humanities and have achieved candidacy by fall quarter 2016. 

To apply a Public Fellows position, submit a 2-page cover letter and resume to 

Humanities Commons by October 21, 2016. The cover letter should address your 

interest and qualifications for a specific organization and project from the list. Grad 

students may apply for up to 2 positions in Winter-Spring 2017.  If applying for more 

than one position, the applicant should submit a cover letter for each and indicate 

their first choice on the application form. Host organizations will review the 

applications and select candidates for interviewing. If selected, candidates should be 

prepared to interview with the partner organization during the week of November 7, 

2016. Internship offers will be made by November 22, 2016 and internships begin on 

January 9, 2017. 
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Bowers Museum | www.bowers.org 

Founded in 1936 by the City of Santa Ana through a bequest from Charles and Ada 

Bowers, the Bowers Museum is one of California's finest and Orange County's largest 

museums. It reopened in 1992 as a new cultural center, and expanded children's 

programming in 1994 with the opening of the Kidseum. To achieve its mission, the 

Bowers offers exhibitions, lectures, art classes, travel programs, children's art 

education programs, and other special community programs. The Education 

Department is building its programming for schools, teachers, families and adults to 

better engage the local community and provide more relevant entry points for the 

broader community to interact with the museum space and collection resources. 

Projects will incorporate but are not limited to research, writing, communication, 

technology, presentation, and designing, implementing and evaluating educational 

programming. Projects are intended to immerse students in the type of work 

frequently assigned to the education departments of cultural, history, and arts 

museums, providing them with relevant real work experience. All projects will require 

long periods of sitting, standing, and walking. 

Project: Evaluation and proposal for K-12 educational programs 

We are looking for a graduate student to assist in reviewing and evaluating our 

current educational programming, to research comparable programming and 

educational models regionally and nationally, and to provide suggestions for more 

relevant and engaging educational programs at the Bowers for grades K-12. 

Key questions and tasks include: 

o How could the Education Department promote learning objectives for visiting 

students that include common core skills of critical thinking, deep observation, 

speaking and listening skills?   

o How are similarly sized and recognized museums, regionally and 

internationally, approaching gallery education in the 21st century, and how does 

Bowers Museum compare in its current practices? 

o Propose up to 3 educational programming elements (techniques, touring 

models, activities and/or programs) that can be implemented at the Bowers 

Museum. 

The project will culminate with a proposal outlining educational programming 

elements that can enhance the experience of K-12 groups and create a process of 

evaluations that can be administered to assess the quality, effectiveness and 

sustainability of a new educational model. 

 

California Humanities | www.calhum.org 

As an independent non-profit partner of the National Endowment for the Humanities, 

California Humanities was founded in 1975 – alongside other state humanities and 

arts councils around the country - as a granting and programmatic organization that 

promotes the humanities as relevant, meaningful ways to connect us to each other in 

order to become a better California. We produce, fund, create, and support accessible 

http://www.bowers.org/
http://www.calhum.org/
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humanities-based projects and programs, eye-opening arts and cultural experiences 

and meaningful conversations across the state. In the past forty years, California 

Humanities has awarded more than $29 million to more than 2,800 nonprofit 

organizations in every Congressional district in California, providing grant support and 

delivery of an array of public humanities and media programs to the public. We define 

the public humanities as a range of activities and practices revolving around cultural 

life as a way to engage people across diverse communities. Anyone who sees a piece of 

theater or listens to a story, appreciates a work of art, reflects upon the meaning of 

life, records their memories, passes on a tradition or wonders where it came from, or 

asks questions about the values and motivations of human actors, past, present, or 

future, is invoking the humanities as a bridge to understanding what connects us. 

Project: Evaluating Public Humanities Projects 

During the first half of 2017, California Humanities will be conducting an intensive 

program evaluation effort, aiming to discover which past projects and activities have 

been most successful in engaging public audiences through humanities programs, 

expanding access to the humanities, and engaging underserved audiences, as well as 

exploring the underlying reasons and conditions for the success of these projects.  The 

findings from this retrospective evaluation will be shared with the field of public 

humanities practitioners (museums, libraries, cultural organizations, educational 

institutions, public media organizations, other humanities organizations) and will 

inform the ongoing process of program design within the organization. This project will 

provide opportunities for a Public Fellow to work with California Humanities staff and 

evaluation consultants to develop practical skills and theoretic knowledge about the 

field of public humanities work.  This fellowship will provide opportunities for the 

Fellow to: 

o employ qualitative and quantitative research skills 

o use and strengthen written, oral, and graphic communication skills 

o gain experience with current theory and practice in program evaluation 

o learn more about the public humanities field in California  

The ideal candidate will have research experience, a desire to learn about a broad 

range of types of public humanities projects and practices, and ability to work 

independently as well as part of a team. 

 

Laguna Art Museum | www.lagunaartmuseum.org 

Laguna Art Museum is a museum of California art. It collects, cares for, and exhibits 

works of art that were created by California artists or represent the life and history of 

the state. Unlike any other museum in the state, it collects California art and only 

California art, and ranges across all periods and styles, nineteenth-century to present-

day. 

  

http://www.lagunaartmuseum.org/
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A Public Fellow should bring to a position with the Laguna Art Museum: 

o An interest in visual art as a means to engage with the public 

o An interest in California art and California history 

o Excellent written and verbal communication skills 

o Excellent research skills 

Project: School and public programs for upcoming 2017 exhibitions 

The Public Fellow will assist the museum’s Education Department with finalizing both 

public and K-12 materials for upcoming exhibitions, including an exhibition on the 

work of Phil Dike, scheduled for the summer of 2017 and an exhibition of Self-Help 

Graphics, scheduled for the fall of 2017. Tasks will include assisting with the logistics 

of confirming and finalizing arrangements for public programs like lectures, concerts, 

film screenings, and dance performances, as well as K-12 programs, like Educator 

Nights, docent and staff training sessions, and outreach programs. 

 

Los Angeles Review of Books (LARB) | https://lareviewofbooks.org/ 

The Los Angeles Review of Books (LARB) began a few years ago as a Tumblr page that 

posted roughly one piece of criticism a day, but has now evolved into a 

multidimensional enterprise which publishes multiple pieces of varying sorts every 

day, issues occasional print magazines, engages with audio and video materials, and 

runs a workshop on writing and publishing.  From the start, due to its location, it has 

paid more attention to certain issues, ranging from countries across the Pacific in 

Asia, to film and television, compared to similar publications associated with other 

cities.  One result of this has been a robust "China Blog," launched by UC Irvine alum 

Maura Cunningham and UC Irvine professor Jeffrey Wasserstrom. This project aims to 

build on “China Blog” to develop a full-fledged “channel.” For LARB’s ecology, this 

would emerge a bit like a magazine within a magazine that exists somewhat 

autonomously from its larger enterprise.  

Project 1: Establishing a New Los Angeles Review of Books China Channel 

LARB and its China Blog editor, Jeffrey Wasserstrom, are looking for a Public Fellow to 

work with both the Central Office and Wasserstrom in developing the China Channel. 

This will involve a wide range of activities, including content editing, writing relating to 

China, exploration of fundraising strategies and grant proposal assistance, mentorship 

in editing and publication, and investigation of how similar projects have become 

sustainable. The fellow does not need to have previous research experience related to 

China studies. UC Irvine and LARB have a strong history of collaboration. While the 

fellow’s main commitment will be to the development of the China Channel, they will 

also be involved in organizing a China-focused panel for the UCI Forum for the 

Academy and the Public’s 2017 symposium. The fellow’s activities could be split 

between UC Irvine and Los Angeles in various ways.  

 

https://lareviewofbooks.org/
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Orange County Parks | www.ocparks.com 

OC Parks encompasses regional, wilderness and historical facilities, as well as coastal 

areas throughout the County of Orange. Featuring 60,000 acres of parkland, open 

space and shoreline, Orange County’s award-winning parks and programs are enjoyed 

by millions of residents and visitors each year. Within OC Parks, the Historical 

Operations Group manages and interprets seven historical parks located throughout 

the County, each exploring a different avenue of the region’s diverse history. These 

historic parks include, the Old Orange County Courthouse, Heritage Hill Historical 

Park, Arden: Helena Modjeska Historic House & Gardens, Irvine Ranch Historic Park, 

George Key Ranch Historic Park, Ramon Peralta Adobe Historic Site, and the Historic 

Yorba Cemetery. In partnership with California State University, Fullerton, we also 

manage the Cooper Center which curates the county's archaeological and 

paleontological collections. 

Project: Digitization and Oral History Project 

The Public Fellow will organize a digitization and oral history program to record, 

document, archive, and curate stories on the county’s historic sites. The Fellow will 

take the lead in planning recording days where members of the public can share their 

histories. This will include organizing any associated workshops or conferences 

around selected themes; publicizing oral history days with Parks’ communications 

staff; and identifying groups and individuals who could assist. These projects have 

been made possible through the National Endowment for the Humanities Common 

Heritage grant awarded for 2016-17. 

 

Santa Ana Public Library | www.ci.santa-ana.ca.us/library/ 

Since its inception, The Santa Ana Public Library (SAPL) TeenSpace has endeavored to 

help marginalized adolescents fulfill themselves in unconventional ways, providing 

various services that ultimately instill resiliency and teach essential life skills. Our 

organization's central headquarters was envisioned as a space where we could explore 

non-traditional methods for tutoring and engagement of teens and young adults via 

programs in arts, sciences, humanities, college, career development, life-skills and 

civic engagement. 

Project: SAPL TeenSpace Youth Civic Engagement 

The Public Fellow with work with library staff on Youth Civic Engagement 

programming.  In response to the priorities set in its five-year strategic plan, the City 

of Santa Ana has begun to implement a youth civic engagement program and launch 

youth focused video projects to showcase on the local city channel. These efforts have 

resulted in the creation of the Youth Civic Engagement (YCE) internship program 

operated by SAPL’s TeenSpace. The YCE interns will lead youth in creating video 

segments to promote and increase civic participation among youth in Santa Ana. The 

videos will contain segments called Community Teen Highlights that will focus on 

highlighting local youth academic, health, athletic and civic engagement 

accomplishments. These projects are designed to encourage youth to become actively 

involved in the Santa Ana community.  

http://www.ocparks.com/
http://www.ci.santa-ana.ca.us/library/
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California Humanities | www.calhum.org 

As an independent non-profit partner of the National Endowment for the Humanities, 

California Humanities was founded in 1975 – alongside other state humanities and 

arts councils around the country - as a granting and programmatic organization that 

promotes the humanities as relevant, meaningful ways to connect us to each other in 

order to become a better California. We produce, fund, create, and support accessible 

humanities-based projects and programs, eye-opening arts and cultural experiences, 

and meaningful conversations across the state. In the past forty years, California 

Humanities has awarded more than $29 million to more than 2,800 nonprofit 

organizations in every Congressional district in California, providing grant support and 

delivery of an array of public humanities and media programs to the public. We define 

the public humanities as a range of activities and practices revolving around cultural 

life as a way to engage people across diverse communities. Anyone who sees a piece of 

theater or listens to a story, appreciates a work of art, reflects upon the meaning of 

life, records their memories, passes on a tradition or wonders where it came from, or 

asks questions about the values and motivations of human actors, past, present, or 

future, is invoking the humanities as a bridge to understanding what connects us. 

Project: Humanities Field Mapping Project 

In an effort to illustrate the rich landscape of humanities organizations and their work 

throughout the state of California, California Humanities seeks to expound on efforts 

to “map” existing networks of humanities-related organizations within the state. One 

of the three main components of our five-year strategic framework is field-building; as 

such our initial goal is to identify the field of organizations and networks that may be 

considered part of a humanities hub, broadly-defined. Eventually we would like to 

create a map that can be publicly accessible and easily maintained to illustrate the 

vast network of humanities organizations. Ideally we will also be able to understand 

the relationships within existing humanities networks and between individual 

humanities organizations. The ultimate goal of this project will be to provide a clearer 

picture of all the humanities-related organizations (and therefore, efforts) taking place 

in California for the purposes of advocacy, network-building, partnerships, and 

strengthening the fabric of humanities within California overall. 

As such, we are seeking a candidate to assist us with this project in the following 

ways: 

o Work with staff to create a project plan, timeline; 

o Define the criteria for what defines a “humanities (or humanities-leaning) 

organization,” 

o Outline and evaluate existing mapping efforts and make recommendations to 

CH about how this work can be built upon and enhanced; 

http://www.calhum.org/
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o Identify and extract existing lists of humanities-related organizations and 

networks; 

o Provide recommendations for methods by which a mapping project of this scale 

can be done effectively and efficiently; 

o Visualize and assist in creating the design for illustrating California’s 

humanities networks; 

o Research and make recommendations for mapping databases and software to 

consider. 

 

PBS SoCal | www.pbssocal.org 

PBS SoCal is the flagship PBS station for greater Los Angeles and Southern California. 

Our mission is to inspire a love of learning, culture, and community using the power 

of public media. More than just a television station, PBS SoCal delivers our mission 

though content and experiences that inform, inspire, and entertain. These include 

distinctive PBS programming, person‐to person outreach in the classroom and the 

community, diverse local cultural partnerships, and content that is for, about and by 

Southern Californians. 

 

Project: The PBS KIDS Writers Contest  

The PBS KIDS Writers Contest is a national competition designed to promote 

children’s reading skills through hands-on writing exercises.  The effort encourages 

children in grades K-6 to celebrate the power of creativity by submitting their original 

stories and illustrations. Last year, PBS SoCal received over 350 stories. In 2017, PBS 

SoCal plans to revamp its outreach around the PBS KIDS Writers Contest. The Public 

Fellow will work with the Education Manager to develop an outreach plan for 2018. 

This plan will feature a series of literacy themed hands-on workshops led with partner 

nonprofits and classrooms to promote the contest and model literacy exercises for 

parents. The workshop curriculum will leverage national PBS KIDS content and tools 

made available to stations. The Public fellow will work with the Education Manager to 

develop a toolkit and manual so other organizations—like public libraries—can 

implement the contest in their own sites. 

 

 

http://www.pbssocal.org/
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