Introduction to Poetry

Professor Henderson
akhender@uci.edu
English 15
T/Th 12:30-1:50; office hours 2-3 Tuesdays and by appointment
HG 2320

Book:

The Norton Anthology of Poetry, Fifth Edition (Norton)
Schedule:
_____________________________________________________________

RENAISSANCE

9/28: Introduction to Renaissance Representation
10/3: External Structure  Herbert: “Trinitie Sunday,” “The Altar”

10/5: Multiple Meanings  #OED exercise# Shakespeare sonnets 33, 138, 129
10/10: Internal Structure  #rhetoric exercise# Shakespeare sonnets 105, 73

10/12: Meter and Metrical Variation  Shakespeare sonnets 65, 20 

10/17: Renaissance Topics: The Blazon #2-page paper on Herbert’s “Easter Wings”#  

Campion: “There Is a Garden in Her Face”; Shakespeare sonnets 102, 130; 

Marvell: “To His Coy Mistress”

______________________________________________________________

EIGHTEENTH CENTURY

10/19: Introduction to the Eighteenth Century  Pope: from Essay on Man
10/24: Eighteenth-Century Prosody  Pope: from Essay on Criticism
10/26: Augustan Poetry  Pope: Rape of the Lock #group presentations#
10/31: Neoclassicism and Romanticism  Blake: “London”; Coleridge: “This Lime-Tree 
Bower My Prison”
_____________________________________________________________

NINETEENTH CENTURY

11/2: Romantic Prosody  Wordsworth: “Preface” to Lyrical Ballads
11/7: Romantic Poetic Forms  Wordsworth: “Expostulation and Reply,” “The Tables 

Turned,” “Solitary Reaper” 

11/9: Classicism and Romanticism  Keats: “Ode on a Grecian Urn,” “Ode to a 
Nightingale” #Exercise on “Simon Lee”#
11/14: Writing on Metapoetry  Tennyson: “The Lady of Shalott” 
11/16: Nineteenth-Century Poetic Forms: Dickinson: “I’m ‘wife’--I’ve finished that,”* 
“Publication—is the Auction”; Browning: “My Last Duchess”
11/21: Writing on Nineteenth-Century Poetry  C. Rossetti: Goblin Market 

11/23: Thanksgiving
_____________________________________________________________

TWENTIETH CENTURY

11/28: Twentieth-Century Prosody   #3-page paper on Browning’s “Porphyria’s 

Lover”# Eliot: “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”
11/30:  Twentieth-Century Topics: Poetry and Perception  Stevens: “The Snow Man,” 
“13 Ways of Looking at a Blackbird,” “Anecdote of the Jar”

12/5: Modern Revisions of Poetic Tradition  Williams: “Portrait of a Lady,” “Queen-
Ann’s-Lace”; Pound: “Portrait d’une Femme”
12/7: Writing Workshop    
12/11: (Monday of finals week):  #5-page final paper#
Graded assignments:

1 final essay (35 %)

2 short essays (20 % each) 

1 group presentation (10 %)
3 exercises (5 % each) 
Attendance:  

This is not a textbook-type course where one can learn in the comfort of one's own home; class lecture and discussion are indispensable.  Non-attendance will lower your grade.  
Class participation:  

Earnest participation can raise your grade by half a grade, and it will certainly make the class more enjoyable and meaningful--prepare well and join in.

Writing about Poetry
Contents of Coursepack

Paper Pointers
George Herbert: “Trinitie Sunday”
George Puttenham: from The Arte of English Poesie, ed. Edward Arber (London: A. 

Constable & Co., 1895)

William Shakespeare: sonnets 105 and 102

William Wordsworth: “Preface” to Lyrical Ballads and “Simon Lee”

Emily Dickinson: “I’m ‘wife’--I’ve finished that”

Christina Rossetti: Goblin Market
