
Arroyo Vista Theme Sponsored Houses 

Biology House 
The Biology House combines students interested in all areas of Biological Sciences. Residents living in 
this house are exposed to the various dimensions of the biological sciences and are encouraged to 
participate in symposiums, workshops, and activities occurring both on and off campus. Biology faculty, 
participate in house activities. Biology majors and students who show an active interest in the biological 
sciences are encouraged to apply. Priority consideration will be given to students who have a minimum 
3.0 GPA. 

Campuswide Honors Program Houses 
All residents are members of the Campuswide Honors Program. Although they represent a cross section 
of all majors, they share a common honors curriculum and thus a common educational experience that 
binds them uniquely together. Honors students bring their vitality, creativity, and dedication to learning 
to this community, sharing activities which explore their widely divergent interests, foster intellectual 
growth and discussion, develop student/faculty contacts, and challenge them to broaden their horizons. 
Active standing CHP students with a GPA appropriate to their class level may apply for the house. 

Casa César Chávez - Chicano/Latino Studies House 
Casa César Chávez, sponsored by the Department of Chicano/Latino Studies, provides its residents with 
a variety of educational, social, and cultural activities. The house supports the objectives of UCI's 
Department of Chicano/Latino Studies through faculty-student socials, lectures, poetry readings, and 
films. One of the primary objectives of Casa César Chávez is to assist in the recruitment and retention of 
Chicano and Latino students at the University. Residents are expected to participate in house events and 
engage in quarterly community service projects. The house is not restricted to majors or minors in 
Chicano/Latino Studies. For more information, please visit the Casa César Chávez website. 

Chemistry House 
Students in all fields of chemistry are encouraged to apply. The House goals are to increase 
communication amongst chemistry students, faculty, and the residents. The House fosters a multi-
disciplinary research and study environment. The Chemistry House sponsors student/faculty mixers, 
barbecues, field trips, and guest speakers. Preference will be given to applicants with a minimum 3.0 
GPA, and having declared a major in Chemistry or a closely allied field. 

Culinary House 
A Culinary Arts Thematic House in Arroyo Vista is the first step in advancing Culinary Arts on the campus 
of UCI by communicating the "art of food" through its residents. The members of the Culinary House 
strive to have a pleasant community living environment focused on nutrition and sustainability. 
Members of the house will explore various culinary genres and traditions, while learning about kitchen 
safety and cleanliness, food purchasing, storage, and safe handling of foods from local market places. 
Residents will understand that the best food can taste delicious, be healthy for you and be made with 
sustainability in mind. 



Ele Si Rosa Parks - African American Studies 
The African American Studies House brings together undergraduates who share an interest in the study 
of African American history and culture. Students and advisors plan activities that coordinate with 
formal study in these areas. Some activities will involve student/faculty interaction and guests who are 
leaders in the African-American community. Residents are encouraged to enroll in one of the core 
Introduction to African American Studies courses (AfAm 40A, 40B and 40C) prior to moving into or while 
residing in the house. Priority will be given to those students who are pursuing a major or minor in 
African American Studies. 

First Year Experience (FYEP) House 
The First Year Experience Program (FYE) is a unique opportunity for first year FSU students who would 
like to improve and gain leadership skills, form lasting relationships with other students, prepare for a 
lifetime of learning, connect with campus and community resources, live in an amazing community, and 
participate in service-learning initiatives. The ratio of staff to students is small enough to create a 
supportive environment that encourages connections with both staff and housemates. 

Humanities House 
The Humanities House provides an intellectual and social environment for students of the Humanities. 
This residence is for students who are interested in learning about humans and how people from various 
cultures have expressed themselves across the ages in literature, film, art, etc. Humanities House 
provides the opportunity for students with similar interests and educational goals to communicate and 
share ideas. Residents will participate in faculty dinners, film screenings, international events and other 
program activities. Priority consideration is given to Humanities majors who have a minimum 3.0 GPA. 

Information and Computer Science House 
This house is geared toward students who are pursuing a major or minor offered under the Bren School 
of ICS, or who simply have a strong interest in the various fields of information and computer science. 

International House 
The International House is a living-learning opportunity for students who want to increase their 
knowledge and understanding of different cultures, share international perspectives, and build 
friendships with students from around the world. Half of the residents in the International House are 
international students and half are students from the U.S. The house offers a wide variety of cross-
cultural activities and learning experiences, including special dinners, culture nights, holiday festivities, 
study abroad interest sessions, intramural sports, and specialized academic course offerings. Residents 
are expected to be actively involved in the community and participate in programs and activities. This 
community includes primarily undergraduate students, but may be open to a limited number of 
graduate students who are visiting UCI through an EAP/Reciprocity program. 

International Peace and Conflict Studies House 
The IPACS House - sponsored by the International Studies Program - brings together students interested 
in international affairs, global politics and peace studies. Residents help plan and attend various 
activities such as faculty speakers, films, social gatherings, and community service. Residents are also 
encouraged to attend on-campus activities such as the International Studies Public Forum (ISPF) and the 



Olive Tree Initiative events. Living in the IPACS House provides a great opportunity for students to 
engage with a community of students, faculty, campus organizations and academics working on 
international issues. Priority consideration will be given to International Studies majors and Conflict 
Resolution minors. For more information, please visit the International Studies website. 

Kaleidoscope House - The Arts/ Women's Studies 
Kaleidoscope House provides a rich context in which art history, dance, drama, music, studio art, and 
women's studies students can live and work together. It is a staging area for performances, art 
exhibitions, lectures, and seminars related to the Arts. Activities may include trips to plays, concerts, and 
much more. A minimum GPA of 2.5 is required, and active participation in house activities is strongly 
recommended. Students with an open mind and willingness to learn are encouraged to apply. 

La Casa Nuestra 
La Casa Nuestra is a Spanish immersion house which houses students of different levels, from incoming 
freshmen through seniors, including transfer students, and from any major or minor on campus. The 
cohort will be comprised of domestic students and some number of international students. The 
domestic student group itself would be comprised of students with a variety of backgrounds, from those 
with strong heritage language knowledge of Spanish, as well those without a heritage background. 
There is not a prior ratios of heritage and non-heritage students. The optimal ratio issue should be 
revisited in a review of the program after its first year.

Religious Studies House 
The Religious Studies House is defined as a residence for students who, among their other university 
activities, are interested in patient, thoughtful, inter-active, and open-minded examination/discussion of 
human belief systems -- religious, philosophical, and ideological.   Representatives of all student majors 
and all points of view are welcome -- from those espousing long-standing and traditional faiths to those 
championing new ideas, skepticism, or even non-belief.  A conscious effort will be made, in applicant 
admissions, to exclude those who are explicitly seeking to convert others to their own convictions.  A 
conscious effort will be made to insure diversity of belief and attitude among those selected to reside in 
the house. Student residents will be encouraged to develop an interesting, year-long, and reasonably-
paced program of house activities relevant to the theme, ranging from semi-regular and voluntary 
discussion groups -- to talks with faculty speakers and religious/belief system leaders -- to open houses 
for (and social events with) specific other groups -- to visits at local churches, synagogues, temples, 
mosques and other organizational meeting places.  Faculty advisers from UCI's Religious Studies 
Program (as well as the RA) will be available to offer occasional suggestions and assistance in scheduling 
and arranging events the student residents plan.  Our hope is to enrich students' understanding of, and 
respect for the values and basic assumptions by which they and other human beings navigate their lives.  

Spectrum House 
The Spectrum House is a unique community that celebrates and affirm the cultural experiences for 
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, intersex, queer, and questioning students and their allies through 
programming, community development, an increased visibility of LGBT students & issues, and providing 
a safe space for LGBT students and their allies. Focusing on creating an inclusive and welcoming campus 
environment for students of all sexual orientations and gender identities, the Spectrum House promotes 
the understanding about sexual orientation, gender, and other aspects of diversity to enhance students' 
leadership skills, personal development, and multicultural awareness. Residents who choose to live in 



the house will be asked to complete Safe Zone training, attend at least one LGBTRC/Spectrum program 
each quarter, and be an active, positive member of the house. 

Student Life and Leadership House 
The Student Life and Leadership House, sponsored by the Office of the Dean of Students, provide 
residents an opportunity to learn first-hand about the various leadership and co-curricular involvement 
opportunities that UCI has to offer. Residents will be required to participate in various leadership 
opportunities, community service projects, campus organization events, and selected workshops 
sponsored by the Volunteer Center, Cross Cultural Center, Lesbian Gay Bisexual Transgender Resource 
Center, Disability Services, Campus Organizations, New Student Programs and Leadership Development. 

Second Year Experience (SYEP) House 
The Second Year Experience Program (SYEP) is designed to meet the needs of students who are making 
the transition into their second year of college. The second year can be challenging as students start to 
think about their future, personal academic and career goals.  The program aims to help students learn 
more about themselves and provides resources for their future.  The students living in the house will 
develop leadership skills as well as build community in an environment that will provide faculty 
interaction, academic enrichment opportunities, career exploration, and encourage participation in the 
Arroyo Vista Student Council. 

Sustainability House 
The Sustainability House provides a space for continuing students interested in social justice, 
sustainability, and conscious, collaborative living. Residents will have many opportunities to learn about 
(1) the global environmental and social crises, and (2) what they can do individually – and collectively –
to address those crises. Activities such as town halls, politician roundtables, professor & student 
debates, panels, speakers, and facilitation workshops may be used to facilitate public speaking practice 
and leadership development. The House holds weekly meetings for students to communicate effectively 
and create House programs jointly. Preference will be given to students who are passionate about 
sustainability and social justice.

Firebaugh House 
The Firebaugh House was created to provide a space for the academic, emotional, and social success for 
those students which are either undocumented, from mixed-status, or support them. This house will 
serve as a safe and welcoming space for students to come together, develop a better understanding of 
immigration status-related issues, and empower themselves and one another. Residents will have the 
opportunity to develop political consciousness and personal growth around immigrant identities. To 
foster diversity and education in the UCI and Arroyo Vista Community.  

Academic Excellence Black Scholars House 
The Academic Excellence Black Scholars House is a first-year experience living learning community that 
explores the interconnectedness of scholarship and personal identity across the Black diaspora within 
the context of the University. Students residing in the Academic Excellence Black Scholars House will 
learn to successfully navigate the university environment while embracing scholastic achievement and 
individual identity. A dedicated Academic Excellence Black Scholars House Programmer will foster 
community through engaging academic, social, political, and wellness programming. By exemplifying 
leadership through service and building a strong community, these students will develop the foundation 



for academic success throughout their college careers. All residents of this house are encouraged to 
enroll in Thrive@ success UCI, a course that supports college student success within the University 
setting. 

Greek Theme Sponsored Houses 

This house is specifically for members of a Greek theme sponsored house. Nine Pan-Hellenic sororities 

and five IFC fraternities have Greek theme sponsored houses in Arroyo Vista.  Each Greek theme 

sponsored house has internal procedures to determine who is awarded the opportunity to live in the 

house each year.  Active members of the organization are invited to reside in the house; upon occasion 

however, invitations are extended to others.  Greek theme sponsored houses are also used as a 

gathering place for chapter recruitment, meetings, rituals, and programs drawing people from the 

campus community. 

Greek Theme Sponsored Houses: 

 Alpha Phi

 Alpha Chi Omega

 Delta Delta Delta

 Delta Gamma

 Phi Gamma Delta (FIJI)

 Gamma Phi Beta

 Kappa Sigma

 Kappa Alpha Theta

 Lambda Sigma Gamma

 Pi Beta Phi

 Sigma Alpha Epsilon

 Sigma Chi

 Sigma Kappa

 Sigma Phi Epsilon




