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EDUCATION Ph.D., Economics Sep. 2021
M.A., Economics Dec. 2017
University of California, Irvine

B.A., Economics and Political Science Mar. 2013
University of California, Davis

WORK
EXPERIENCE

Senior Strategy Analyst Jan. 2023 - Present
Kairos Power

Postdoctoral Appointee Aug. 2021 - Jan. 2023
Energy Storage Technology and Systems Department
Sandia National Laboratories

Teaching Assistant Sep. 2016 - Jun. 2021
School of Social Sciences
University of California, Irvine

Associate Energy Specialist Jan. 2015 - Jul. 2016
Energy Analyst Sep. 2013 - Dec. 2014
Student Assistant Jul. 2012 - Aug. 2013
Energy Research and Development Division
California Energy Commission

Intern Sep. 2011 - Nov. 2011
Democratic Staff
Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representatives

Intern Jan. 2011 - Mar. 2011
Office of Assemblymember Richard Pan
California State Assembly

DISSERTATION Three Essays on the Political Economy of Nuclear Power
Committee: Prof. Linda Cohen (chair), Prof. Amihai Glazer, Prof. Damon Clark
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2587822315

PUBLICATIONS Global Divergence in Nuclear Power Plant Construction: the role of
political decentralization, in Nuclear Technology (2022). https://doi.org/

10.1080/00295450.2021.1991762

An Analysis of PNM’s Renewable Reserve Requirements to Meet New
Mexico’s Decarbonization Goals, jointly with Jim Ellison and Cody Newlun
(2022). SAND Report 2022-6704. https://www.osti.gov/servlets/purl/1868430/

Long-Duration Energy Storage in a Decarbonized Future: Policy Gaps,

https://sites.uci.edu/agbenson/
mailto:benson@kairospower.com
https://www.proquest.com/docview/2587822315
https://doi.org/10.1080/00295450.2021.1991762
https://doi.org/10.1080/00295450.2021.1991762
https://www.osti.gov/servlets/purl/1868430/


Needs, and Opportunities, jointly with Will McNamara, Valerio DeAngelis, Ray
Byrne, Babu Chalamala, and Ralph Masiello, in MRS Energy Sustainability (2022).
https://doi.org/10.1557/s43581-022-00037-9

WORKING
PAPERS

Customized Predictions of the Installed Cost of Behind-the-Meter Bat-
tery Energy Storage Systems. Under review at Energy Reports.

Splitting the Uranium Triangle: the regulatory revolution and its
impact on the safety of American nuclear power plants.

Reliability-based Sizing of Energy Storage for Systems with Very High
Renewable Penetration. Jointly with Atri Bera and Tu Nguyen.

Conference
Presentations

Splitting the Uranium Triangle. 39th USAEE/IAEE North American Confer-
ence, October 23-26, 2022 in Houston, TX.

Statistical Cost Modeling for Behind-the-Meter Battery Energy Stor-
age Systems. 2022 IEEE Power & Energy Society General Meeting. Denver, CO.
July 17-21, 2022.

Trends in BTM Energy Storage in California. 2022 U.S. DOE Energy Stor-
age Financing Summit. Virtual, January 19-20, 2022.

Nuclear in my backyard: Decentralization and Local Democratic Con-
trol of Technology. “Nuclear and Social Science Nexus: Challenges and Oppor-
tunities for Speaking Across the Disciplinary Divide,” hosted by the OECD Nuclear
Energy Agency. Paris, France. December 12-13, 2019.

https://doi.org/10.1557/s43581-022-00037-9

