THEATRE – KINDERGARTEN

MIMIC AND MIRROR

	Mirror, Mirror, on the Wall…

Lesson 7



	Content Standards

2.1 Perform imitative movements, rhythmical activities, and theatre games (freeze, statues, and mirrors).

5.2 Demonstrate the ability to participate cooperatively in performing a pantomime or dramatizing a story.  



	TOPICAL Questions

· What do mimic and mirror mean and how do I use them in theatre games?
· Why is focus and concentration important in theatre and in the classroom?


	Objectives & Student Outcomes

· Students will demonstrate cooperation and focus as they follow, mirror, and imitate movement shapes and directions. 

· Students will follow and perform basic rules of a theatre game.



	ASSESSMENT

· Feedback for Teacher

· Teacher Observations

· Answers to Inquiry

· Mirroring Rubric
· Feedback for Student 

· Teacher feedback

· Performance

· Peer feedback



	WORDS to KNOW

· mirror – to accurately reproduce somebody’s voice, gestures or appearance. A focus and concentration technique used when two partners face each other.

· mimic – imitate somebody’s voice, gestures or appearance 

· gesture - expressive movement of the body or limbs
· leader – the person who initiates and guides another 

· follower – someone who is lead, guided or influenced by a leader



	Materials 

· CD player and slow music (optional)



	Resources

· SDCS VAPA Core Learnings



	Warm Up (Engage students, access prior learning, review, hook or activity to focus the student for learning)

· Ask students to observe their hands and all the ways they can move. 

· Direct students to work with a partner to come up with new ways to move hands. 

· Students extend their movements to include hands and arms.

· Demonstrate hand movements and ask students to mimic:

1. strong, weak or limp

2. giant-sized or tiny

3. beg for food

4. wave

5. look cold

6. look hot

7. hold a newspaper or book

8. hold a pencil

9. button a shirt

10. tie a shoelace

11. open and close something

12. explode

· 

	Modeling (Presentation of new material, demonstration of the process, direct instruction)

· Arrange students in a group to face you so that all can see. 

· Have students to mimic (imitate) the following hand movements: 
· Move your right hand for a set number of beats (e.g., shake 4 times, snap 3 times, windshield wiper motion 5 times, etc.). 

· Ask students to mimic the movement with their left hands. 

· Repeat several times using the same hand until they understand.

· Repeat the movements using your left hand while students mimic using their right hands.

· Now demonstrate similar movements with two hands. Move both hands in the same way and direction and ask students to mimic.

· Gradually make the movements more difficult. (e.g., change from small to large gestures and back again, open and close fingers, use the arms to make small and large circles, move the elbows up and down, wave hands in and out, etc.)

· Moving slowly, have students move their hands and arms at the same time as you, mirroring your movements.
· Draw students’ attention to how slowly you are moving so that they can mirror your movement accurately. The object of the game is to NOT fake out your partner. You must move slowly as the leader and both must concentrate to move as a single person.


	Guided Practice (Application of knowledge, problem solving, corrective feedback)

· Keeping students in pairs, designate one person as the leader and one as the follower.

· Reinforce the rule of the mirrors game – to move slowly so that your partner can follow your movement accurately. 

· Followers mimic the leaders, slowly mirroring hand and arm movements exactly as the leader moves.

· Switch roles and repeat.

· Optional: Add slow music and allow students to move on their own, acting as leader and follower.
· If students are ready: from a standing position, have students change levels, move their legs and arms, lean from side to side, etc. while playing the mirroring game.



	Debrief and Evaluate (Identify problems encountered, ask and answer questions, discuss solutions and learning that took place.  Did students meet expected outcomes?) 

· “What is the difference between mimic and mirror?” (Give an example or two of mimic and mirror using your hands and/or arms).
· “What is the main rule for playing the mirrors game?”

·  “Which of the two did you like best? Why?” 

· “Which was easier to do?  Why?” 

· “Which did you like best, leading or following? Why?”

· “What was challenging about being a leader or follower?” 
· Why is focus and concentration so important to the mirroring game? To theatre?”
· “Why is focus and concentration important in the classroom?”

· “What was different about doing the movement with music?” (optional)

· “Was it harder or easier? Why?” (optional)

Teacher note: Use a tic sheet to record the number of times students are demonstrating focus, concentration and teamwork in their daily classroom activities.

	Extension (Expectations created by the teacher that encourages students to participate in further research, make connections and apply understanding and skills previously learned to personal experiences.)

· Ask students to think of ways to mimic and mirror other body parts. 

· Practice mirroring with a parent or sibling. 

· Share and teach new movement ideas to the class.




ASSESSMENT – MIRRORING RUBRIC
3 Proficient: student demonstrates strong focus and concentration moving thoughtfully and carefully without distraction (giggling, averting eyes, etc.) 
2 Basic: student demonstrates adequate focus and concentration with some movement hesitation and distraction 

1 Approaching: student demonstrates frequent breaks in focus and concentration.
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