THEATRE – KINDERGARTEN

REAL AND IMAGINARY CHARACTERS

	Party, Hearty…Goldie!

Lesson 4



	Content Standards

1.1 Use the vocabulary of theatre, such as actor, character, cooperation, setting, the five senses, and audience, to describe theatrical experiences.

1.2 Identify differences between real people and imaginary characters.

2.2 Perform group pantomimes and improvisations to retell familiar stories.



	TOPICAl Questions

· What is the difference between real and imaginary characters and how can I create them?

· Who are the characters and what is the setting and the story points of a story?



	Objectives & Student Outcomes

· Students will demonstrate how actors use their tools, listening and responding skills, to portray real and imaginary characters in a story.

· Students will identify setting. (e.g., a firehouse, restaurant, grandma’s kitchen, dungeon, etc.) and story points for a story.


	ASSESSMENT

· Feedback for Teacher

· Teacher Observations

· Answers to Inquiry

· Real Animals vs. Imaginary Characters with Rubric
· Student Worksheet
· Feedback for Student 

· Teacher feedback
· Student Worksheet


	WORDS to KNOW

· character – the personality or part an actor recreates

· actor - a person  who performs a role in a play or an entertainment
· setting – the location in which a story take places

· pantomime – acting without words through facial expression, gesture, and movement
· improvisation - a spontaneous style of theatre in which scenes are created without advance rehearsing or scripting.
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Materials 

· “Goldie Locks and the Three Bears” Story (included) 

· “Black Bear Trivia” (included)

· Pictures of real bears in a variety of activities (included)

· Short video clip of real bears found on youtube or video.google.com
· Short clips of Winnie the Pooh or Yogi Bear videos

· “Beware of the Bears”, by Alan MacDonald

	Resources

· Any Disney Winnie the Pooh cartoon, video or movie (can be found at http://disney.go.com/disneyvideos/animatedfilms/pooh/)

· Videos showing bears in their natural habitat or pictures of bears (National Geographic Magazine, ZOONOOZ Magazine, picture books, consult your school or public library)

· Optional: “Teaching Language Arts through Nursery Rhymes”, by A. DeCastro and J. Kern, p. 54-55.
· Optional: “Beware of the Bears”, by Alan MacDonald
· Imaginary Characters Short Stories online @ http://home.att.net/~candor/imagine/imaginetoc.html


	Warm Up (Engage students, access prior learning, review, hook or activity to focus the student for learning)

· Display pictures of bears sleeping, walking, catching a fish, snatching honey from a hive etc. (see Bear Illustrations)

· Talk to students about bears (see black bear trivia at the end of this lesson if desired). 
· Show a short video or computer clip of real bears.
· Have students pretend to be real bears. Have them walk around on hands and knees or feet. 
· As real bears, pretend to catch fish, get honey from a hive, climb a tree, growl at danger. 
· Complete action with sleeping in a den to calm students for the modeling portion of this lesson.


	Modeling (Presentation of new material, demonstration of the process, direct instruction)

· Discuss the difference between real and imaginary characters. 

· Describe how real animals can be transformed into imaginary characters with life-like human movement, expression, feelings, etc.  

· Discuss that these kinds of animal characters are magical and it takes an “actor” to create a character. An actor uses his/her body, face and voice to make imaginary characters appear life like.

· Option: Show a clip from Winnie the Pooh, a cartoon or movie as an example.

· Discuss how Pooh Bear looks like a bear but takes on human characteristics, (walks upright, talks, makes faces, has feelings, etc.).

· Using the warm up suggestions, ask students to demonstrate an imaginary bear getting honey from a tree, stand up and stretch on tip toes, talk to the bees coaxing them to throw down some honey, show frustration at not being able to reach the honey, say “ouch” when stung by a bee, run away while waving  paws, shouting “go away” or “shoo” etc. 

· Guide students through the practice of one or two more imaginary animal (cat, dog, pig, etc.) situations.



	Guided Practice (Application of knowledge, problem solving, corrective feedback)

· Read “Goldie Locks and the Three Bears”, to the class.  This is a newer version with a little snap to it. 

· As you read the story, pause and ask students to identify the four characters, the setting, and sequence of events. In theatre this is called story points.
· Discuss what kinds of movements they would use as actors to create imaginary characters and what that would look like. (See movement suggestions included in the script.)

· Select four students to do an improvisation (create on the spur of the moment) the story without speaking (pantomime) with your guidance.

· Repeat the story using four different actors.  Allow the previous actors to do some coaching. 

· Allow speaking parts (e.g., “someone’s been sleeping in my bed”) if desired using appropriate voice (see lesson 1). 

· Ask students to come up with another way to do the movement or the voice. Encourage creativity.

· Option: Use the strategies from previous lessons divide the story into a sequence of events (story points). Create movement from one event to the next, from one room to the next, adding movement.



	Debrief and Evaluate (Identify problems encountered, ask and answer questions, discuss solutions and learning that took place.  Did students meet expected outcomes?) 

Ask the following questions:

·  “What is the difference between a real and an imaginary bear?” 

· “List characteristics of a real bear and an imaginary one from the story.”

· “What are some other imaginary characters we can think of?” 

· Discuss the “real” thing vs. the imaginary thing. (e.g., Sponge Bob, Spider Man, Tigger, Bugs Bunny, Daffy Duck, Eeyore, Piglet, and other characters from cartoons)

· “What are some things imaginary characters can do that humans and real animals can’t?”

Teachers: Use the Real Animals vs. Imaginary Characters Rubric and Student Worksheet as a check for understanding.

For deeper discussion: (Optional)

· “Should Goldie have gone into a stranger's house?”
· “Should she have eaten their food and used their things without permission?” 
· Follow this story up with “Beware of the Bears”, by Alan MacDonald. This story takes place as soon as the bears get home. They are very angry at Goldilocks actions. They decide to take revenge and follow her to what they think is her house. They wreck the place only to discover that it is not Goldilocks house at all but the home of the Big Bad Wolf. This story promotes further discussion about what is right and wrong


	Extension (Expectations created by the teacher that encourages students to participate in further research, make connections and apply understanding and skills previously learned to personal experiences.)

· Compare “Goldilocks and the Three Bears” to a non-fiction story about bears. 

· Use a Venn diagram to compare real bears to fictional bears. 

· Write a class story about Goldilocks adventures with a different animal family. 

· Write a class story in which the three bears meet another famous threesome such as the three pigs, three kittens or three goats.




Checking for Understanding – Real Animals and Imaginary Characters Rubric
Select one or two of the following list of imaginary characters (or you can make up your own) and ask students to interpret using appropriate voice, body and imagination. 3 Proficient Student makes quick and accurate representations of both animal and character, 2 Basic Student makes representations of both animal and character with coaching from teacher, 1 Approaching Student can represent only one (animal or character) with coaching from teacher
	Examples
	Student Response (voice body, imagination)

	A real octopus vs. Ursula (from Little Mermaid)
	

	A real mouse vs. Mickey Mouse
	

	A real duck vs. Donald Duck
	

	A real tiger vs. Tigger
	

	A real dog vs. Clifford or Goofy
	

	A real turtle vs. Crush or Ninja Turtle
	

	A real fish vs. Nemo or Dori 
	

	A real pig vs. Piglet
	

	A real Rabbit vs. Bugs Bunny or “Rabbit” from Winnie the Pooh cartoons


	


STUDENT WORKSHEET
Goldie Locks and the Three Bears

How many characters in the story? 
What are their names?
How many story points are there in the story? List them.
What is the setting? 

Draw a picture of the setting on the back of this paper.

GOLDIE LOCKS AND THE THREE BEARS

Once upon a time in a nursery rhyme there were three bears.

One was a Mama Bear. Stand and move at a medium level, movement should be softer and gentler.

And one was a Papa Bear. Stand and move on a high level, movement should be bold and strong.
And one was a Wee Bear. Be small and on a low level, movement should be silly, playful.
They all went a-walkin' in the woods they were talkin'.  Students walk around the room without touching each other, or they can hold hands and chat, giggle, etc.

When along came a little girl with long golden curly hair. Goldilocks skips around.
And her name was Goldilocks and up upon the door she knocked.  Make action with hand and use sound effects.
But no-one was there Goldilocks waits and listens holding her hand to her ears.

She didn't care, no-one was there. Goldilocks opens the door and looks around.
So she walked right in and had herself a ball.  Goldilocks steps through the door happily as she skips and plays and has a real party…she even invites friends!!

Home came those three bears!  Three bears approach in character using levels and appropriate movement, open the door and walk in.

"Someone's been eating my porridge", said the Papa Bear.  Allow student to say this line if desired. Use a low, strong voice and making a bold gesture to show he’s angry or annoyed. Students can use a real or imaginary bowl to hold. 

"Someone's been eating my porridge", said the Mama Bear. Allow student to say this line if desired, use higher voice and a surprised gesture.  (e.g. hands to face, to show she’s surprised)  Students can use a real or imaginary bowl to hold.
"Bee-bop-a-ree-bear", said the little wee bear!  You may insert the traditional line of “someone’s been eating my porridge” or say the line above. Wee bear should use a little squeaky voice and be playful.

Characters move to another part of the room for the next scene

"Someone's been sitting in my chair", said the Papa Bear. Allow student to say this line if desired, use a low, strong voice make a bold gesture to show he’s angry or annoyed. Students can use a real or imaginary chair to sit on.

"Someone's been sitting in my chair", said the Mama Bear. Allow student to say this line if desired, use higher voice and a surprised gesture.  (e.g. hands to face, to show she’s surprised) Students can use a real or imaginary chair to sit on.

"Bee-bop-a-ree-bear", said the little wee bear! You may insert the traditional line of “someone’s been sitting in my chair” or use this line. Wee bear should use a little squeaky voice and be playful.

"Someone's been sleeping in my bed", said the Papa Bear. Allow student to say this line if desired, use a low, strong voice make a bold gesture to show he’s angry or annoyed. Students can use a real or imaginary bed to lie on – the floor would be appropriate.
"Someone's been sleeping in my bed", said the Mama Bear. Student says this line, using a higher voice and a surprised gesture.  (e.g., hands to face, to show she’s surprised) Students can use a real or imaginary bed to lie on.

"Someone's been sleeping in my bed, and she's still there!" said the little wee bear.   Wee bear is very surprised and excited.

Just then, Goldilocks woke up and broke up the party and beat it out of there. Goldie has fallen asleep, she sits up quickly, rubs eyes, hops out of bed, chases all her friends out of the house as she runs out too.  Remember to select one of the partygoers to open the door for everyone to exit.
"Bye, bye, bye", said the Papa Bear. All bears take turns waving good bye. Ask students to create a unique wave.

"Bye, bye, bye", said the Mama Bear.

"Bee-bop-a-ree-bear", said the little wee bear!

“So ends the story of Goldilocks and the Three Bears.... Yeah!”  All actors can say this line or just the YEAH part.
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BLACK BEAR TRIVIA
The black bear is the most common and mildest-tempered bear in the forest. It is an excellent climber and swimmer and can run faster than a man. It has a keen sense of smell, a long straight nose, large ears and short, sharp claws. It has short but powerful legs and can stand on its hind feet. The male is called a boar. The female is called a sow. It usually weighs less than 300 pounds and may live to be 30 years old.

Black bears eat berries, fruit, carrion, fish, leaves, buds, honey, eggs, nuts, blossoms, and small mammals. It normally eats about 12 pounds a day. In late summer, bears go into a feeding frenzy. Perhaps the reason is that they have to build up a layer of 5" thick fat to last through a 5 month "hibernation".

A black bear is always found where there are trees to climb. It usually lives alone. It must have a large area in which to find food to stay alive. Around September, the bear finds a cave or hole under a tree trunk and begins to line the den with dried grass and leaves. When heavy snows come, it crawls in and goes into a degree of hibernation, not eating or drinking for several months. Cubs are born to the female at this time. The cubs are the size of a kitten, toothless and blind, weighing less than 1 pound. At the end of 3 months, the cubs may weigh 10 pounds. During this time, the cubs drink milk and stay warm by the mother’s body. When spring comes the cubs are old enough to tumble outside, growl, chase each other and climb trees. The mother teaches them how to swim, hunt and fish. The cubs will spend all summer, fall and through the next winter with their mother.

· Cougars, wolves and wolverines prey upon cubs. 

· Black bears can be brown, tan, reddish or black in color. 

· In 1902, while he was hunting, Theodore Roosevelt refused to shoot a black bear. Toy bears were created, celebrating the event and those toys were calls "Teddy Bears".

Illustrations of Real Bears  
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