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Applied Regression Paper Format Suggestions

in general, 1 am hoping that you will be spending almost as much time writing the paper as analyzing the
data in it. Too often students spend almost all of their time futzing with their analyses and very little
time writing it up. Our PhD program wants to develop both your analytic and writing skilis.

1.) Abstract: When I sit down to write a paper, | force myself to write a ~150-word abstract first, because
it you can’t write the abstract, you don’t yet have a story to tell. Every paper tells a story, with
motivation for why what you are examining matter, your research guestions, your methods and your
results. You should be able to say that in 150 words.

2.) introduction: Here you want to set up your hypothesis. In a few paragraphs, expiain why your
research is interesting and needed, your research question/hypothesis, and very briefly discuss any
background research or theories that inform your research question (and | not expecting as much here
as | would in a second-year paper).

3.} Describe your methods: sample, measures, and study procedures. Your explanation should be clear
and complete enough so that | could replicate what you did if { had access to your data. Use tables of
descriptive statistics (means, standard deviations, proportions, with your key measures at the top of the
table) within this section. If you are looking at differences between groups, do descriptive statistics by
those groups and provide p-levels from statistical tests of group differences. Describe all your
independent variables in this way.

Codes to use:

tab, sum, estout

*you may need to create dummy variables for your groups. Use codebook in stata and/or the data
documentation to find the appropriate identifiers for your dummy variables (Example in HW 2). Take a
look at some of our course readings for ways of doing this concisely.

4.) Describe the kind of analyses you will use to test your hypotheses. Frame your description in light of
the types of analyses we have discussed in class: OLS, logistic, spline, quadratic, fixed effects etc. (also
residualized change and simple change, which we will cover in future classes). Including formulas may
be useful.

How will you handle missing data? Are you limiting your sample in any way? How does the limited
sample compare to the entire sample (use descriptives). Are your variables highly correfated? Will this
correlation present a problem (multicollinearity).

5.} Present your key results in text and tables, identifying which of your coefficients tests your key
hypotheses. Your tables should be publication-ready: in APA or another format with variable descriptors
that make sense {not the actual names of your variables within stata). In text, report the associations
between variables as we have in class and lab—what do the numbers mean?

6.} Briefly summarize your results in light of your question, hypothesis and the theories or background
that inform your paper. What are the implications for your results? Are there any limitations to your
study (there should be)? | am expecting this to be much shorter than would usually be the case in an
article-type paper.
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