Exercise on “Simon Lee,” a poem from Wordsworth’s Lyrical Ballads
Traditionally, “lyric” and “ballad” have designated two very different kinds of poem.  Below are two standard definitions of these poetic forms.

Lyric: a “short poem expressive of a poet’s thoughts or feelings”

Ballad: “a light, simple song of any kind, or a popular song, often one attacking persons or institutions. . . . In the relatively recent sense, now most widely used, a ballad is taken to be a single, spirited poem is short stanzas, in which some popular story is graphically narrated, and in this sense of the word the oral tradition is an essential element”
1.  Partway through “Simon Lee,” the speaker’s voice obtrudes directly into the narrative.  Where does this happen? 

2.  Does the topic or focus of the poem seem to change over the course of the poem?  If so, at what point does it change?
3.  What features does “Simon Lee” share with typical ballads?

4.  What features does it share with typical lyrics?

5.  How does the poem engage/involve the reader?  
6.  As the definitions above suggest, the title Lyrical Ballads, the name of the volume in which “Simon Lee” first appeared, would have sounded oxymoronic to Wordsworth’s contemporary readers.  In what sense is it, however, a fit label for a poem like “Simon Lee”?

7.  Can you relate Wordsworth’s aims here to any of his arguments in the “Preface” to Lyrical Ballads?

