
Class #3: Cloud Atlas 2
ENGL 10: Global Fictions

Jeon
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ny45k0rwUtM

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ny45k0rwUtM


Let’s try a thesis 
statement (in 2 

parts):

§ Cloud Atlas from very early on in the novel tracks 
the repetive devolution of history, in Marx’s terms, 
from tragedy to farce. 

§ HOWEVER, and this is the tricky part, history is 
also paradoxically preserved by the very 
mechanisms that function to erase it.
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Cloud Atlas 
schema
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What to make 
of the minor?
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Story => Network



Minor 
characters
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Minor characters: 
from Alex Woloch, 

The One vs. The 
Many
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The work of an 
amanuensis…
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Major/minor
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Scanned with CamScanner



Major/minor
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Scanned with CamScanner



Minor 
Transnationalisms
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Scanned with CamScanner



Cloud Atlas focuses on the problem of the minor 
by emphasizing “lateral” relations over “vertical” 

relations. It offers us a minor epic.
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Thesis moment!
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World in Cloud 
Atlas –

From minor to 
universal.

§ Some people

§ Some place

§ Some Time

§ Everyone

§ Everywhere

§ Forever
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How representative are the Minor characters?

PROBLEM:
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https://cloudatlas.fandom.com/wiki/Sloosha%27s_Crossin%27_an%27_Ev%27rythin%27_After

https://cloudatlas.fandom.com/wiki/Sloosha%27s_Crossin%27_an%27_Ev%27rythin%27_After
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