
 
 

UCI Law Library 
Legal Research Spring 2014 

Conduct Preliminary 
Analysis 

 Who (branches, types of law)  
 What (terms, issues, citations)  
 When (historical, current, future) 
 Where (jurisdiction) 
 Why (format, due date)  
 How (billing, resources) 
 Hypothesis? 

Consult Secondary 
Sources 

 Legal encyclopedias 

 Treatises 

 Practice guides 

 Looseleaf services 

 ALR 

 Law reviews 

 

Read the Primary Law 

 Mandatory vs. persuasive authority 

 

Update & Expand 

 Verify still good law 

 Expand to find additional sources 

 Final “clean-up search” 

Repeat? 

 Multiple legal issues to research? 

 Discovered new terms, legal concepts, or issues? 
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