
Major, Double Major, or Minor in RS 
We invite students to join our growing UCI Religious Studies 
community through a major, double major, or minor. 

Required course details are on the back of this page

RS fact: UCI has faculty 
dedicated to teaching 
Asian, South Asian, and 
Middle Eastern traditions, 
peace and conflict studies, 
politically-engaged 
religion, as well as 
medieval and renaissance 
literature and religion.

What can I study? 

• Global religious traditions 

• Religion and politics 

• Gender and disability studies 

• Race, class, and religion 

• Science and religion 

• Social and cosmic justice 

• Peace and conflict 

• Cross-cultural philosophy 

• Myths, rituals, and festivals 

• Environmental and animal ethics 

• Medical ethics and religion 

• Inter-religious dialogue 

• Study abroad 

• & much, much more 

What can I do with a 
RS degree? 

Multi-religious fluency has 
wide application in jobs and 
graduate programs related to 
law, medicine, non-profit 
leadership, international 
studies, public policy, business, 
government, counseling, or 
education. 

WHY  RELIGIOUS  STUDIES?
Religious studies (RS) is looking for curious, analytic thinkers ready to consider the big questions of 
existence as they have persisted across cultures up to our present day.  In some RS classes, you will 
systematically explore different world visions, views of the self, other, and our environments, alongside 
questions of relationships, ethics, and ritual. In other courses, you will analyze contemporary social and 
political issues through the lens of religious history, philosophy, arts, and anthropology.

Students at the Jain Center of Southern California, 2020

The khanda is a 
symbol of 
Sikhism, a 

religious tradition 
taught at UCI



                     UCI Religious Studies Requirements

Major 
12 courses

• Rel St 5A, 5B, 5C 
• Rel St 110 
• Six Upper Division Courses (two in each of the following categories):                   

1. Judaism/Christianity/Islam                                                                                              
2. World Religious Traditions                                                                                          
3. Thematic Approaches to Religion 

• Two additional upper-division courses from either category 1 or 2 above in 
order to complete an emphasis in Judaism/Christianity/Islam or in World 
Religious Traditions.

Minor 
8 courses

• Rel St 5A, 5B, 5C 
• Rel St 110 
• Four upper-division electives selected from the three categories listed above 

including at least one course from both categories 1 and 2. Two of the four 
courses must be outside of the student’s major. One relevant lower-division 
course may be substituted for an upper-division course, with prior approval.

Click HERE for additional information on Major and Minor requirements.

What can I expect in the RS 
community at UCI? 

• Weekly Meaning of Life Lunch meeting 
with students and faculty across 
campus 

• Quarterly guest speakers 

• Conversation Kitchen events where 
guests discuss religious issues over a 
meal 

• Visits to religious communities in 
Orange County. 

• Student-faculty research 

• Language study opportunities 

• Opportunity to apply for RS financial 
awards each year 

• Supportive faculty, committed to your 
success during and after your time at 
UCI 

We’re here to help!
If you have any questions please contact us so we can make 
your Religious Studies entry as smooth as possible.

Marc Kanda, Program Administrator, mhkanda@uci.edu

Susan Blakeley Klein, PhD. Director of Religious Studies, 
sbklein@uci.edu

Tibetan monks visit UCI annually; 2019.
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