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Welcome Delegates, 
 

We are Hana Schlosser and Angie Lo, and we are the Secretaries-General for the UCI               
Model United Nations 2019-2020 school year. We are honored to serve as part of your               
Secretariat this year and are excited for everything we have planned for the conference. We truly                
hope you find our conference to be enjoyable as well as engaging and educational in nature.  

Hana is a 4th year Biomedical Engineering major with passions in both biology and              
politics. This is her fourth year participating as part of the UCIMUN Conference Staff,              
previously serving as Assistant Director of Ad Hoc on Terror, Director of SOCHUM, and              
Director-General. She originally joined UCI’s MUN program because she wanted to continue            
intellectual discussions outside of STEM after participating in Speech and Debate throughout            
high school. Hana truly loves the MUN program at UCI because it allows her to improve upon                 
skills such as public speaking and diplomacy while also providing her a family at UCI. Outside                
of her studies and MUN, Hana enjoys playing music, cooking, and playing basketball.  

Angie is a 3rd year Sociology and Political Science double major. She has been involved               
in MUN since freshman year of high school, and loved her experiences there so much she                
wanted to continue it onto college. She served as Secretary-General of her high school MUN               
club in her senior year and as a part of UCIMUN, has been an Assistant Director and a Director                   
for General Assembly, and Under-Secretary-General of Mains. When not busy with her school,             
UCIMUN and work, she likes drawing, playing video games and doting on her pet fish. 

This year, we really hope for you all to take to heart the paramount nature of coming up                  
with solutions to the topics we have chosen. Our theme this year, “ addressing global human               
security and its impacts”, was carefully selected because we would like to emphasize the number               
and severity of global issues which affect everyday people. With your research and your              
resolutions, we would like you all to delve into ways to benefit as many people as possible,                 
because global issues go beyond nations and governments—they affect all of us. 

Our staff’s goal, as always, is to provide delegates with high quality debate and an               
opportunity to immerse themselves in an intellectual discussion of issues that are relevant to the               
community around them. Please feel free to reach out to us, our USGs, or our Directors anytime                 
between now and our conference. We are here to help you in any way we can. 
Thank you for your time, and we look forward to seeing you in the Spring! 
 
Sincerely, 
Hana Schlosser and Angie Lo 
Secretaries-General 
UCIMUN Secretariat 2019-20 
ucimunsg@gmail.com  
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Welcome Delegates! 
 

I am excited to welcome you to our 28th Annual University of California at Irvine, Model                
United Nations High School Conference. My name is Kyle Petersen and I will serve as you                
Under-Secretary-General of the Mains Committees. Along with the Secretaries-General, Ashima          
and I have been working tirelessly to create an incredible conference for you this spring. I am                 
truly excited to see all of the hard work you have put into preparing for this conference. 

Outside of Model United Nations here at UC Irvine, I am a 3rd year Business               
Administration Major specializing in Finance and Management. I have been involved with            
Model United Nations for seven years now, and it has been an incredibly rewarding experience.               
Model UN has helped me tremendously in my personal and professional life. It was also one of                 
the major influences to do a year abroad in Milan, Italy, to study international banking and                
finance at Bocconi University. Model UN has helped shape me to become the person I am                
today, and I hope it will help you do just the same. 

Model UN will help you grow into a better and a more worldly individual. Whether               
UCIMUN is your first conference or your fifth, take it as a learning experience. Don’t be afraid                 
to ask questions and grow. The dais will be there to guide the debate and help facilitate the                  
learning experience; however, the direction in which the committee goes is up to you and your                
fellow delegates. 

You will be tasked with embodying a country and its policy; for some of you, this will be                  
extremely easy because this country’s policy matches your own opinions, while for others, this              
can be quite difficult. No matter the case you will then have to work with delegates whose                 
objectives are the exact opposite of your own. I entrust that each and every one of you will                  
uphold the diplomacy of the United Nations and work together in a professional manner in order                
to find the best solution to the problem at hand. 

I hope that you will have just as much fun as I have in preparing for this conference and I                    
cannot wait to see what your debate has in store. If you have any questions, please feel free to                   
contact myself or your dias, as we will be more than happy to help. 
 
I wish you all the best and cannot wait to see you this April! 
 
Sincerely, 
Kyle Petersen 
Under-Secretary-General of Mains Committees 
UCIMUN Secretariat 2019-20 
usgmains@gmail.com 
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Dear Esteemed Delegates, 
 

Welcome to UCIMUN 2020! My name is Savannah Moler, and I am your one of your                
directors for the General Assembly. I am delighted to be a part of the GA committee this year                  
and look forward to observing your state’s role during such a significant and current global issue.                
I am currently a 4th year International Studies major with a focus in Asia, as well as a Global                   
Sustainability minor, which is why I am very excited to direct topics on climate change and                
humanitarian aid, as I am extremely passionate about environmental justice, civil protection, and             
international relations. With a growing world population, both the topics of combating            
humanitarian issues with aid and creating a more sustainable environment, particularly among            
agricultural practices are crucial issues to be talking about among the international community             
and in MUN. Along with being one of the Directors in the GA committee, I was also the                  
assistant director for UCIMUN 2019 in the Historical Security Council. Even more, I am a               
member of the UCIMUN Travel Team, and have participated in a multitude of MUN              
conferences abroad since high school including in Columbo, Sri Lanka, Phnom Penh, Cambodia,             
Seattle, Washington, UCLA and more! Traveling for MUN conferences has truly allowed me to              
practice my public speaking skills under pressure, and showed me the fun in investigating              
information through research. Furthermore, my MUN experiences have built my communication           
skills along with boosting my confidence both academically and socially.  

Other than MUN, I am the community service director for my social organization on              
campus where I host events for students to volunteer and give back to the community. I am also                  
conducting a research project on Cambodian American educational attainment in Long Beach,            
California, and will be presenting my research at the Undergraduate Research Opportunities            
Program (UROP) in May 2020. During my free time, I enjoy doing outdoorsy things like               
picnicking at the beach, and camping. I have camped at several places in California, including               
Yosemite, Big Sur, Joshua Tree, and Santa Cruz Island! I also love to take the opportunity to                 
travel to new countries when I can, and I have studied abroad twice; first in Dubrovnik, Croatia                 
and second in Shanghai, China.  

In this paper, my colleagues and I will be providing an update on the topic of combating                 
challenges to humanitarian aid and sustainable agricultural practices amidst climate change. I            
expect delegates to play their state’s role appropriately based on their country’s stance on the               
issues at hand. Finally, I hope you find me helpful with any questions you may have throughout                 
the conference and hope you will leave the conference challenged and inspired! Best of luck to                
you all. 
  
Savannah Moler, 
Director, General Assembly 
ucimunga@uci.edu 
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Hello Delegates! 
 

Welcome to the 28th Annual UC Irvine Model United Nations Conference (UCIMUN)!            
My name is Noor Said and I am one of your directors for this year's General Assembly. I am a                    
second-year UCI student majoring in Political Science and minoring in International Studies. I             
am passionate about politics and hope to see future changes to help combat climate change,               
global cooperation, and environmental sustainability. Political Science has allowed me to           
observe how and why the government makes its decisions. Also studying governments of other              
nations, it is really interesting to see the differences in how each government is set up and which                  
institutions I find the most effective. I chose my International Studies minor because of the many                
years I participated in Model UN and my interest in seeing global cooperation to combat issues                
that affect everyone regardless of borders. I am also interested in other cultures; International              
Studies allows me to delve into a regional focus. This is my second year being involved with                 
UCIMUN conference staff; I was an assistant director for UCIMUN 2019 in the Environmental              
Programme committee. Besides that, I have been participating in MUN since my high school              
sophomore year. I can say with confidence that MUN is one of the activities that helped me                 
choose what I wanted to study in college. Along with a few other activities, MUN helped me                 
develop my public speaking, debate, and researching skills.  

Aside from MUN, I am involved in a religious and cultural organization where I was able                
to meet tons of amazing students who push each other to be better, as well as find a place to go                     
when I’m feeling culture-deprived. I also intern at a law office where I was given the opportunity                 
to see a prosecutor’s point of view on law enforcement as well as learned many helpful skills on                  
how to conduct legal work and how to write a closing argument. Such activities have greatly                
shaped my skills in public speaking and have allowed me to develop confidence in any               
presentation environment, and I hope MUN can do the same for you! In my free time, I enjoy                  
going to the beach, traveling and running. My friends and I like to hop around beaches in the                  
OC, so I’ve probably been to most beaches from Laguna to Huntington! Traveling is one of my                 
favorite things to do with my family, especially when they let me plan. I’ve been to numerous                 
places around the US, like Colorado, Florida, New York, and about every hot spot in California.                
Outside of the US, I’ve been to Egypt about a dozen times by now— and I can’t wait to go again.                     
I also look forward to studying abroad soon! 

This year’s General Assembly will be discussing: Topic A: Combating Challenges to            
Humanitarian Aid and Topic B: Sustainable Agriculture Practices Amidst Climate Change. First            
and foremost, acknowledge that these issues, humanitarian and environmentally, are global and            
thus require unison toward a common goal. Also, these topics were selected because of how               
significant they are in the world right now and how time-pressing these issues are. I wish to hear                  
new ideas from you all of which go beyond the topic synopsis. Be prepared to learn from your                  
fellow delegates as well.  
 
Noor Said 
Director, General Assembly 
ucimunga@uci.edu 
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Topic A: Combating Challenges to Humanitarian Aid  
Introduction 

 Humanitarian aid is necessary to save lives when an emergency occurs, both during an              

emergency, and after an emergency (Humanitarian Coalition). Immediately after a disaster, the            

time to respond to the short term needs of the population is limited, and the states experiencing                 

the disaster may call upon national and international actors to provide disaster relief (UNISDR).  

 Due to a growing number of humanitarian crises that have occurred recently, the             

international system of humanitarian relief is having trouble maintaining its level of relief of              

assistance (UNISDR). Resolution 63/141 (2017) states that international cooperation on          

humanitarian assistance for natural disasters is needed because of the more frequent occurrences             

of natural disasters. As of 2016, 325 natural disasters have been recorded with approximately              

199.6 million people affected as well as 25.3 million people displaced as an outcome of these                

natural disasters.  

 The United Nations emphasizes the need for a disaster risk reduction program to prevent              

the outcomes of previous disasters. While such a program will help provide a foundation for how                

communities should deal with disasters, an immediate response system is still vital to reducing              

damage caused by natural disasters such as floods, earthquakes, and droughts (UNISDR). As             

disasters become a larger threat to the global economy and contemporary sustainable            

development methods, suggestions of how to combat the challenges of disaster risk reduction             

include functional judicial systems, resourced local governments, accountable institutions, and          

reduced inequality (UNISDR). 
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Description 

Counter-Humanitarianism 

Humanitarian crises such as in Yemen, Venezuela, and the Democratic Republic of the             

Congo all have a common catastrophe that is the unapologetic dehumanization and devaluing of              

human lives (Bennet 2019). The failure to recognize the shared commonality of humankind to              

need shelter, food, and freedom from fear has created humanitarian crises (Lagaida 2002).             

Counter-humanitarianism is the use of politics and military action to justify the ignorance of              

human life and human suffering (Bennet 2019). Counter-humanitarianism includes the          

criminality of humanitarian organizations and the use of counter-terrorism to block aid such as              

the blockage of health aid in Yemen in 2011 (Bennet 2019). It includes the use of the                 

humanitarian crisis to maintain power, control, and legitimacy of a higher power such as              

President Maduro in Venezuela (Bennet 2019). Also, counter-humanitarianism uses the          

humanitarian crisis to gain a political advantage such as President Trump’s anti-immigration            

sentiment in the United States (Bennet 2019). Lastly, it includes the promotion of nationalism at               

the expense of humanitarian aid such as the denial of aid by the Myanmar government (Bennet,                

2019). Unfortunately, counter-humanitarianism can be contagious through a ripple effect, in that            

it promotes border control, the disrespect for refugee rights, and the arrest of smugglers (Bennet,               

2019). 

Aid Money 

There is a growing gap between the amount of humanitarian aid needed and the capacity               

in which the world can respond to the need (Daar et al. 2018). In 2018, humanitarian aid required                  

$25.4 billion, yet only a third of that was able to be covered (Daar et al. 2018). A proper balance                    
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between humanitarian aid is key to an efficient humanitarian system. Today, there exist four              

United Nation entities which provide humanitarian aid. These entities include the United Nations             

Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations Refugee Agency (UNHCR), the United           

Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food Programme (WFP) (Deliver. 2019).            

These entities mainly provide emergency relief aid, yet current humanitarian crises do not only              

require relief assistance but desperately need more funding for innovative solutions, including            

technologically innovative solutions as recognized by the United Nations in 2016 (Daar et al,              

2018). These innovative solutions include the use of technology and processes from other             

sectors. The need for innovation among humanitarian aid was first recognized at the 2016 World               

Humanitarian Summit in Istanbul, Turkey, one of the largest United Nations gatherings with             

participants from over 173 countries (Daar et al, 2018). The event thus created the Global               

Alliance for Humanitarian Innovation to achieve higher efficiency among humanitarian action           

(Daar et al, 2018).  

Corruption in aid 

During a humanitarian crisis, aid must be dispersed quickly and efficiently (Bailey,            

2008). Yet, the delivery can be very complicated and difficult under pressure (Bailey, 2008). The               

noble ambitions of aid do not mean it is immune from the business and corruption opportunities                

that may come with it (Bailey, 2008). Corruption is a threat to the purpose of humanitarian                

assistance, as it can interfere with the humanitarian aid that is meant for the people who need it                  

most (Maxwell, 2011). Yet corruption has not always been looked upon as an important              

challenge among humanitarian assistance (Maxwell, 2011). In Yemen, many Western          

governments are involved in the starvation of many Yemenis using counter-terrorism laws,            
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directly blocking the delivery of aid (Bennet, 2019). Counter-terrorism laws may appear to seem              

as if aid is being blocked from terrorists, but realistically, aid is more likely blocked from the                 

people that need it more desperately and in emergency cases. This anti-terror legislation may              

only allow aid if it is guaranteed that humanitarian groups are not benefitting terrorists, yet this is                 

nearly impossible to know by an aid organization (Maxwell, 2011). Nevertheless, note that fear              

of corruption amongst aid organizations could undermine trust from the general public (Bailey,             

2008).  

Bloc Positions 

African Bloc  

For years, EU humanitarian aid in Africa has prioritized education in emergencies, the             

provision of clean water, drought response, food assistance, and combating malnutrition (Europa            

2019). The African Humanitarian Action was established in 1994 with several individuals and             

was used to respond to capacity development, HIV/AIDS prevention, public advocacy,           

healthcare, sexual and gender-based violence, and relief and recovery. (Devex, 2019)  

Asian Bloc 

Most Asian nations are a part of Asia Humanitarian Aid which is used to identify and                

address the needs of communities in poverty and those facing recent natural disasters.             

(Elevationweb, 2019). This region accepts humanitarian aid as well as support in preparing for              

new types of disasters on both a government level and community level (HPG, 2013). 

Latin American Bloc 

Latin America is amongst the world’s most disaster-prone areas, suffering earthquakes,           

volcanoes, floods, tsunamis, landslides, and droughts. Latin American countries usually accept           
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foreign aid to assist with emergency relief items, logistical activities, and humanitarian            

coordination, as well as agricultural and food security, protection, shelter, water, and            

hygiene-related purchases. (US Agency, 2019) 

Middle Eastern Bloc 

A few Middle Eastern countries have had long-lasting conflicts, which create an            

overwhelming and enduring humanitarian crisis. These types of crises create a displacement of             

people within borders and to neighboring countries. (Europa, 2019) There are access restrictions             

on humanitarian agencies that have prevented them from assessing needs in that region. (Amiri,              

2011) 

Committee Goals 

There will unlikely be full consensus on any resolutions put forth in this committee;              

however, the dais encourages teamwork and positive solution building. Delegates are encouraged            

to come prepared with ideas and innovative solutions as they will be better equipped to facilitate                

resolution building and lead discussions. Also, remember that the goal of this committee is to               

embrace the individual country policy. With a pressing issue such as this one, it is important to                 

recognize that each country has different needs and means than others, and each resolution will               

impact individual nations differently.  

Research Questions 

1.  What defines a humanitarian crisis? 

2.  What allows outside countries to intervene in a state’s sovereignty?  

3.  How can short term efforts in humanitarian aid be incorporated into the afflicted areas to 

have a lasting effect? 
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4. How can an institution be put in place to combat counter-humanitarianism? 

5. Are there any institutions in place to transfer aid money to prevent corruption? 

6. Should there be more funding in innovative solutions? 
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Topic B: Sustainable Agricultural Practices Amidst Climate Change 

Introduction 

 The global food system is one of the largest world challenges the human race faces today.  

With a growing world population expecting to reach up to 10 billion by 2050, and as more                 

nations’ economies continue to develop, incomes will grow, and thus demands for meat, fish,              

and dairy will also rise (Brooks, 2019). Even more, climate change can disrupt food availability,               

reduce access to food, and affect the quality of food. Yet, humanity not only faces the issue of                  

feeding a growing population but also maintaining the livelihood of farmers. Millions of people              

globally work in an agro-food related industry, and there exist an estimated 570 million farms               

(Brooks, 2019). Moreover, protecting the environment today is more critical than ever. 40             

percent of the globe’s surface area is dedicated to agricultural practices, and forest and              

agriculture sectors contribute over 30 percent of the current annual total emissions (FAO, 2019).              

Yet agriculture's impacts on climate change may also be a part of its solution. Finding               

sustainable agricultural practices that can feed the human population whilst also maintaining the             

livelihood of those in the agro-food industries and reducing its environmental footprint is one of               

the biggest challenges facing humanity, but it is possible. 

Description 

Environmental Challenges 

 Climate change will harm agriculture; however, modern technology and accessible land           

resources give agriculture the capacity to adapt. Rising and variable temperatures, availability of             

freshwater, frequent droughts and severe weather conditions, changes in sea levels, and less land              

available and suitable for farming will all affect agricultural production (World Bank 2012,             
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p.44). Weather extremities, like droughts and flooding, have become much more common in             

many regions, ruining acres of crops for farmers or evaporating large bodies of water (CSIS               

2019). In previous decades, crop yields increased due to agricultural systems that rely on high               

input levels; however, without high input, crop yields could be dwindling (FAO 2017, p.135-36).              

Agricultural systems that depend on high input experience soil depletion, extremely high GHG             

emissions, and increases in water scarcity over time due to the unsustainability of the practices               

(Ibid, p.136). These systems rely on unsustainable practices such as burning forests, exhausting             

water resources, and overusing mineral fertilizers which deplete the fertility, quality, and            

productivity of the soil (FAO 2016, p.52). Ensuring food security, providing small family             

farmers with the ability to recover from weather extremities, and bringing the rate of climate               

change to a lower level must be achieved together to reach sustainable development. However,              

initiatives in one area may hinder the progress in another, so initiatives must be progressive in all                 

areas equally.  

Socioeconomic Challenges 

Socioeconomic differences are a key component to the issue of climate change and food              

security. Climate models predict higher temperatures on land and ocean regions, and heavy             

extremes, like drought and floods, in other areas (CWUS 2019). Sustainable development poses             

a threat to less developed countries that must find ways to make the food system transformations                

to abide by guidelines that will help the climate change cause, not hinder it (Ibid, p.72-73). Small                 

scale family-based farmers are included as a large proportion of the poor and hungry, as hunger                

and poverty are more common in rural areas (UN DESA 2018). Farmers in less developed               

countries and family-based farmers will suffer through the effects of climate change much more              
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harshly than large scale producers, who have means to deal with risks and issues (FAO 2016,                

p.48). Large scale producers often use automation devices to increase productivity, leaving rural             

populations forced to migrate to cities for work as their land does not produce as much as large                  

scale producers (UN DPI 2018). The reduction of yields of major crops directly causes an               

increase in food prices and a decrease in income. These disasters disproportionately affect             

low-income people and their accessibility to food (CWUS 2019).  

Food Security 

 Climate change will affect the poor and hungry far more than others. Rural communities              

face a more immediate threat of loss of livestock, crop failure, and a reduction in the availability                 

of forest and marine products. Poor people are a greater risk of food insecurity due to a loss of                   

assets and lack of adequate insurance coverage while rural people’s ability to recover from              

climate change’s impacts depends on existing policy and cultural context (Fao 2018). Climate             

change will affect food production, quality, access, availability, and stability of food systems,             

meaning that those struggling to find access to food will have even fewer means available               

(CWUS 2019). The United Nations World Food Programme reports that 80 percent of the              

world’s hungry people are located in areas where natural disasters and climate change are most               

prevalent (CSIS 2019). CO2 concentrations rise when higher temperatures are reached and water             

becomes more scarce, which causes a direct decline in maize and wheat product (CWUS 2019).               

Also, as CO2 levels rise, iron and zinc levels in plants will fall and starches and sugar production                  

will increase, creating a shift in nutritional quality that will cause 175 million people to be zinc                 

deficient and 122 million people to be protein deficient (CSIS 2019). Climate change most              

directly affects crop yield changes, with every +1 degree Celsius, there is a 10 percent drop in                 
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crop yields (CSIS 2019). To conclude, any changes in the global temperature can affect access to                

food for many different groups in large numbers.  

Bloc Positions 

African Bloc 

As population growth continues to rise, it creates more food insecurity, with hunger being              

a recurring issue in this bloc. Food production Africa has not been able to meet urban demand,                 

therefore necessitating food imports (Veras 2017). Environmental challenges such as severe           

droughts in Sub-Saharan Africa affect agriculture production even more, as many African            

farmers rely on rain to water their crops, with only 5% of farmable land currently using irrigation                 

(Veras 2017). Even more, new technologies for agriculture are lacking in many developing             

nations in the African bloc.  

Asian Bloc 

Agricultural practices in Asia are quite varied, and range from subsistence farming to             

farming supplemented with outside part-time income. Asia remains to hold more than half of the               

world’s hungry, particularly in South Asia due to a scarcity of water (Dixon 2001). Farmers in                

Asia produce less food per hectare compared to other regions, and an increasing frequency of               

storms threatens future crop yield (Dixon 2001). Despite Asia’s rapid economic growth, many             

countries in the Asian bloc continue to lack technological advancements in agriculture.  

Latin American Bloc 

Latin America faces one of the largest gender gaps among food insecurity compared to              

the rest of the world, with 5.1% of women becoming food insecure since 2015 (Welsh 2018).                

Women in general have less access to land than men, but typically make up 20-50% of the                 
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agricultural workforce (FAO 2011). Women have less access to social and natural resources,             

particularly in extreme climate change events, yet they are key to building resilience to sudden               

climate changes due to their prevalence in agricultural labor (Welsh 2018).  

Middle Eastern Bloc 

Due to scarce water supply and strong sensitivity to temperature fluctuations, it is             

becoming more difficult to grow crops in the Middle East, despite their heavy reliance on               

agriculture as a means of food and income (Waha et al. 2015). The Middle East, like the African                  

bloc, depends heavily on imported food, with 50% of wheat and barley and nearly 70% of rice                 

consumption are being met through imports (Waha et al. 2015). Climate change would increase              

the intensity of heat waves, threatening crops and putting pressure on water resources even              

further (World Bank n.d.). 

Committee Goals 

There will unlikely be full consensus on any resolutions put forth in this committee, as               

the needs and challenges of each country will vary considerably. Nonetheless, the dais             

encourages teamwork and positive solution building. Delegates are encouraged to come prepared            

with ideas and innovative solutions as they will be better equipped to facilitate resolution              

building and lead discussions. Also, remember that the goal of this committee is to embrace               

individual country policy. With a pressing issue such as this one, it is important to recognize that                 

each country has different needs and means than others, and each resolution will impact              

individual nations differently. 
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Research Questions 

1. How can socioeconomic differences be addressed in terms of accessibility to food amidst 

dropping food production? 

2. What sustainable practices can nations implement to ensure sufficient crop production? 

3. What programs can be implemented to slow down climate change? 

4. How can countries hold big businesses accountable for their carbon emissions? 

5. What can be done to make agriculture more sustainable given low input levels? 
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